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PC’s Colleges Against
Cancer first in R.I.
By Meghan Welch ’06
News Staff

At the end of November,
Student Congress passed a
charter for a new club on the
Providence College campus,
Colleges Against
CAMPUS Cancer (CAC). •
The club is
NEWS
affiliated with the
American Cancer Society,
which has chosen PC as its pilot
site for CAC in the state of
Rhode Island.
According to Bob Holt, the
club’s contact at the American
Cancer Society, “We chose PC
because of their successful
Relay for Life last year and
because of the active, involved
student body.”
Megan Hoffman ’06, the
president of the PC Chapter of
CAC, echoed the sentiments of
Holt in explaining the reason
why PC is a good site for a club
like CAC.
“The success of the Relay
for Life last year shows that the
PC community is willing to get
involved in promoting cancer
awareness, which makes our
school a great pilot site for a
club like Colleges Against
Cancer,” said Hoffman.
In bringing the group to the
PC campus, the school joins
more than 50 colleges and
universities nationwide who
have started CAC chapters.
These schools include Stanford
University in California and
Bucknell University in
Pennsylvania.
The purpose of the group is
to promote cancer awareness.
“Our hope is to get our
educational message out and
show college students how

cancer can be prevented, as well
as letting them know what the
American Cancer Society does
so that they can get involved,”
said Holt.
The students involved in
CAC feel strongly about the
importance of the group and the
role that college students can
play in the fight against cancer.
“Cancer is so prevalent in
our world today. Every 24
seconds, someone is diagnosed
with cancer, and it affects
everyone in one way or
another,” said Hoffman.
“Joining the fight against cancer
can’t do any harm—it can only
help.”
Liz Serio ’07, the vice
president of the club, said her
participation in CAC has been
nothing but rewarding.
“I was exposed to the
American Cancer Society last
year when I participated in the
Relay for Life, and had a lot of
fun,” said Serio. “When Bob
Holt came to us this year about
starting up Colleges Against
Cancer, I thought that it would
be a great experience and a great
way to get involved in the fight
against cancer.”
CAC is divided into four
committees: Advocacy, Cancer
Education, Relay for Life, and
Survivorship. Since the group is
still fairly new to the school, not
all of the committees have had
major events on campus yet.
However, the Cancer
Education group has given
presentations at local schools
about the importance of not
smoking. In February, shortly
before spring break, it will
sponsor a Flip-Flop Flop to
advocate the importance of
CAC/Page 4
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Snowed in, classes out

DENIELLE BALSAR1 '07/The Cowl

Students had a three-day weekend due to the cancellation of classes on Monday, Jan. 24.
some with an excuse to play in
the snow and save their work for
Monday.
blistery blizzard
“It wasn’t as much as I
swept across much expected,” said Gabriel Kan
of New England ’05, who is used to wintry
last
weekend, weather as a resident of
blanketing the Providence
Connecticut. “I played some
College campus with more than snow football and got a kick out
22 inches of snow.
of our dog trying to run through
Monday classes at PC were the backyard, though,” said
cancelled because of the storm, Kan, who lives off campus.
as were classes at many other Along with the fun however,
colleges and universities in came the responsibility of
Rhode Island, including Rhode having to remove the nearly two
Island College, Johnson & feet of snow from his driveway.
Wales University, Roger
“1 drive to campus, so it’s
Williams University, and Salve kind of a pain in the butt to have
Regina University.
to clean your car and shovel the
While many students would driveway,” he said.
have been doing work on
Kan remembers only having
Sunday, the snow day provided one other snow day in his four

By Mallary J. Tenore ’07
Asst. News Editor

A

years at PC, and said he thinks
the College does a good job of
deciding when classes should be
cancelled.
“I think the College does it
whenever they have to, but I
don’t think it matters that much
on a small campus,” he said.
Dr. Hugh Lena, vice
president for Academic
Administration, is responsible
for deciding whether or not
classes will be cancelled due to
inclement weather.
After watching the local
weather stations and calling the
state police, Lena consulted
with Dr. Thomas F. Flaherty,
dean of the graduate studies
program, and Judith K.
Jamieson, associate dean of the
SNOW/Page 4

Turf field construction builds more delays
By Scott Geer ’06
News Staff

Campus construction is on
pace to continue well into the
spring and summer due to
newly designed projects and
recent delays.
CAMPUS
The turf
CHANGES field, part of
an athletic
facility including a parking
garage to be located on the
perimeter of campus next to
Peterson Recreation Center, has
experienced set backs due to
inclement weather and unusable
soil.
Mark Rapoza, director of
Business and Strategy, said
“Delay is on the field portion.”
To the notion of completing the
turf field this semester, Rapoza
said that would be very
optimistic.
The turf field is designed for
use by varsity field hockey,

lacrosse and Providence
College Intramurals. The size
of the playing field will be
National Collegiate Athletic
Association (NCAA) lacrosse
dimensions: 110 yards long and
60 yards wide.
Jeannine M. Montreuil,
assistant director of Intramural
Sports, said she anticipated the
field would be ready in
September. The intramural flag
football program planned to
play half of the season and the
championship on the turf field.
The original soil was not
adequate to begin building the
field and garage. Soil had to be
removed and replaced. Rapoza
said, “We didn’t get the
compaction we needed.” This
set back hampered the project
back eight weeks.
A geo-technical survey was
done by geologists and
engineers to assess the history
of the land. Eleven holes were
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Construction continues on the new turf field, but it may
not be finished before the end of the semester.
excavated during the study, temperatures have provided
which, found obstacles that difficulty. Frost beneath the
would further delay progress. earth has been a concern for
Burned out foundations, fallen engineers and consultants.
houses, bottles, and jars were They are hesitant to lay the turf
uncovered.
These were field for fear that when the frost
removed during soil replace melts, deflections may appear
ment.
on the turf’s surface.
Winter weather and frost
Rapoza said he is taking the
have been decisive factors in engineers’ advice in order to get
slowing the field’s construction. quality and a long lasting
Snow and below-freezing product. “We need to make sure

we get the long life out of this,”
said Rapoza.
Montreuil plans to move
several intramural sports to the
turf field next semester. By
moving field hockey, soccer,
and ultimate Frisbee to the
outdoor field, more space will
be available inside Peterson
Center. The existence of a turf
field will give the intramural
program more opportunities to
expand, as Montreuil hopes to
add new sports such as
intramural lacrosse.
The turf field will be
comprised of two layers. The
first is a green synthetic carpet
while the sub layer is a pliable
elastic layer, called an e-layer.
Drainage systems have been
built under the field and over the
garage which will remove
excess water. The e-layer has a
built in aggregate, which will
filter the water as it passes
FIELD/Page 2
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Field: Construction

behind schedule

Compiled by Mallary J. Tenore ’07
Student Legislation Education Day
to be held next Tuesday

advocacy work at the State House.
Students will also have a chance to ask
questions to members of a legislation
panel featuring senators June Gibbs and
Rhoda Perry, and representatives Joseph
Almeida and Arthur Handy.
Meeker, who has helped prepare for
the event since October, said that about
90 students attended the event last year,
and 100 are expected this year.

The second annual social work
Student Legislation Education Day will
be held at the State House in the State
Room of Gov. Donald Carcieri ’61.
The program, which is open to the
public, is co-sponsored by Providence
College and the National Association of
Social Workers. The event will take
place from 2:30-3:30 p.m. and
registration will begin at 2:00 p.m.
Stacy Meeker ’05, chair of this year’s
Student Legislation Education Day, said
the program will promote social work
education in Rhode Island and provide
students with an opportunity to become
better acquainted with the State House
and advocacy work. Students from Salve
Regina, Rhode Island College, and the
Community College of Rhode Island,
will also be present.
Those in attendance will receive a
greeting from Lt. Gov. Charles Fogarty
and hear from a PC graduate about

PC students attend March for Life
in Washington D.C.
Fifty-three Providence College
students joined thousands of other prolife supporters in Washington D.C. last
weekend to take part in the annual March
for Life.
The approximately 2-mile march,
which took place on Monday, Jan. 24,
started near the Washington Monument
and continued on Constitution Avenue.
The march is held on Jan. 22 of each
year to protest the anniversary of the
Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade decision

January 27,2005

continued from front page
which legalized abortion in 1973.
Kathryn Cooper ’07 and Lizzie Lydon
’07 led the College’s participants in
coordination with PC for Life.
Rev. Thomas Blau, O.P., the newlyappointed
assistant
chaplain,
accompanied the students, some of
whom wore T-shirts with the slogan, “If
I’m not alive, why am I growing?” Other
participants held up signs condemning
abortion and supporting pro-life
movements.
Several events took place leading up
to Monday’s march, including a mass
and pro-life vigil which was led by the
archbishop of Baltimore on Sunday
night. PC students also visited the
Dominican House of Studies, a
theological seminary in Washington
D.C. While at the seminary, students
celebrated mass with Father Blau and
met with a PC alumnus from the Class
of 1998.
Although temperatures were low, it
did not start snowing until the late
afternoon, after the march had ended.

through the turf field into the drainage
systems.
Rapoza said the water collected from
the drainage systems is planned to be
recycled and reused conservatively.
Water stored in the drainage tanks
beneath the turf field is planned to be
used for ice making in Schneider Arena
as well as for irrigation purposes on
campus.
The parking garage, beneath the turf
field, is set to open in three weeks,
according to Rapoza. Entrance to the
garage will be via Cumberland Street.
Parking space lines are being painted this
week. The garage needs to pass city
inspection and regulations before it can
open.
It will accommodate 102 parking
spaces, designed to replace the Peterson
parking lot. According to Rapoza, this
additional space should relocate the
commuter lot, currently located on Eaton
Street behind Suites Hall. It will be
moved to the lot behind Peterson Center
next to Hendricken Field.

Campus Calendar for Jan. 28 to Feb. 3
Submit events to sbarku05@providence.edu

Friday
3 p.m. Lecture by
Dr. James F. Ross
entitled “Law and
Morality: Mixes and
Misses” in ’64 Hall.
8 p.m. PC Pep Rally
in McPhail’s.

Tuesday

Sunday
1-7 p.m. Seventh
Annual College
Bowl Tournament
in Slavin Center.

9 p.m. Watch PC play 12-2 p.m. Balfour
Pittsburgh in
Center Annual Open
House in Harkins
McPhail’s.
Hall 309 and 310.

2 p.m. Bachathon

7 p.m. Movie about

in the Concert Hall
of the Smith Center
for the Arts.

eating disorder
awareness in Slavin
G01.

Thursday
6:00 p.m. “How to
Succeed in DWC”
presented by the
Office of Academic
Services in Moore
Hall I.

6 p.m. Eating
disorder panel in
Feinstein 400.

12:30-3:30 p.m. Things
for Thursday in Slavin
Center Ground Level A.

6:30 p.m. “Take Back the
Plate: Breaking the
Silence on Eating
Disorders” in Aquinas
Lounge.

7:30 p.m. Watch
PC play West
Virginia in
McPhail’s.

onday

aturday
S

Wednesday
I

Sanctions
Administrative Review
November 16, 2004
Charges:
Student Handbook: P. 42
Guilty
Student Handbook: P. 37, 2E
Guilty
Student Handbook: P. 37, 2C
Guilty
Student Handbook: P. 12
Guilty
Sanctions:
Fine: $200.00
Twenty hours of in-kind restitution.
Disciplinary probation until May 10,2005.

Administrative Review
November 16, 2004
Charges:
Student Handbook: P. 37,2F
Guilty
Sanctions:
Fine: $200.00
Personal probation until May 10,2005.

Administrative Review
November 16,2004
Charges:
Student Handbook: P. 44 - 3A
Guilty
Sanctions:
Fine; $100.00
Disciplinary probation until May 10,2005.
Mandatory attendance in substance abuse
class: $25.00.

Administrative Review
November 16,2004
Charges:
Student Handbook: P. 44 - 3A
Guilty
Sanctions:
Fine: $100.00
Disciplinary probation until May 10, 2005
Mandatory attendance in substance abuse
class: $25.00.

Administrative Review
November 17, 2004
Charges:
Student Handbook: P. 46, XIII
Guilty
Sanctions:
Fine: $100.00
Personal probation until May 10,2005.
Judicial Hearing
November 22,2004
Charges:
Student Handbook: P. 35, II IA
Guilty
Student Handbook: P. 37, II 2F
Guilty
Student Handbook: P. 12
Guilty
Student Handbook: P. 42
Guilty
Student Handbook: P. 39
Guilty
Sanctions:
Disciplinary probation until May 10,2005.
Fine: $200.00
25 hours in-kind restitution.
Three page reflection paper: “How the Catho
lic and Dominican identity of Providence
College defines my responsibilities as a
member of the College community." (Paper
due by December 13, 2004 to the Judicial
Affairs Office.)

Judicial Hearing
November 22,2004
Charges:
Student Handbook: P. 35, II1A
Guilty
Student Handbook: P. 37,112F
Guilty
Student Handbook: P. 12
Guilty
Student Handbook: P. 39
Guilty
Sanctions:
Disciplinary probation until May 10. 2005.
Fine: $200.00
25 hours in-kind restitution.
Three page reflection paper: “How the Catho
lic and Dominican identity of Providence
College defines my responsibilities as a
member of the College community." (Pa
per due by December 13, 2004 to the J udicial Affairs Office.)

Administrative Review
November 23,2004
Charges:
Student Handbook: P. 37,2G
Guilty
Student Handbook: P. 36, II1A
Guilty
Student Handbook: P. 38
Guilty
Sanctions:
Fine: $10000
Property Damage: Amount to be determined
by Residence Life.
Reflection paper “How the mission of
Providence College challenges me to foster
an atmosphere that is respectful of the
uniqueness and dignity of each person."
Three page paper due to the Judicial Affairs
Office by December 20,2004
Personal probation until May 10,2005

Administrative Review
November 23,2004
Charges:
Student Handbook: P. 37, 2G
Guilty
Student Handbook: P. 36,11 1A
Guilty
Sanctions:
Fine: $100.00
Reflection paper: “How the mission of
Providence College challenges me to foster
an atmosphere that is respectful of the
uniqueness and dignity of each person.”
Three page paper due to the Judicial Affairs
Office by December 20,2004.
Personal probation until May 10,2005.

Administrative Review
November 29,2004
Charges:
Student Handbook: P. 36, II-1A
Guilty
Sanctions:
Administrative Warning
Personal probation until May 10,2005.
Twenty hours in-kind restitution.

Judicial Hearing
November 30,2004
Charges:
Student Handbook: P. 36. U 1A
Guilty
Student Handbook: P 13
Guilty
Sanctions:
Suspension effective second semester, January through May, 2005.
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Students want to study great, even late
By Cate Rauseo ’07
News Staff

As PC students approach the
spring semester’s initial exams
and assignments, many have
concerns regarding the
College’s lack
FEATURE of after hour
studying
locations.
While Phillips Memorial
Library turns its lights off at
1:00 a.m., many students with
late-night studying habits find
such hours insufficient, leaving
them with no other option than
to accomplish their assignments
at computer-lacking locations,
including the chapel basement
or residence hall study lounges.
During exam periods Jessica
McGuiness ’07 utilizes the 24hour chapel basement for afterhour studying.
“It’s really nice; there is a
full kitchen with popcorn,
coffee, and tea, and it’s open all
night,” she said. “But during
finals week it can get crowded.
It would be nice to have
somewhere to go that has
computer access after the
library closes.”
Although PC’s academic
reputation continues to increase
with each incoming class, some
students say Phillips Memorial
Library
should
better
accommodate students to meet
these increasing standards.
Erin Donnelly ’07 believes
a 24-hour library would be a
great substitute. “My computer
crashed before I had a huge

DENIELLE BALSARI ’07/The Cowl

While many libraries are open 24 hours a day, there are no plans for an extension of hours
at Phillips Memorial Library.
paper due and I had nowhere to money might be better spent on students would benefit from
go after the library closed,” she more sources or a few more extended hours. “We take head
said. “Maybe, [if the library is computers.”
counts during exam weeks
unable to stay open all night]
“The few universities which every hour for six hours,” he
Accino or another building with do have 24 hour access to their said. “We found [one evening
access to computers could.”
libraries have different during an exam period] that the
Edgar Bailey, Interim configurations,” said Salisbury number of staff members was
Library Director, and James of universities including the equal to the number of students
Salisbury, of the Library’s University of Connecticut and in the library.”
access service staff, recognizes Roger Williams University.
Bailey believes there may be
students’ concerns.
“Often, these buildings have an another way to satisfy students’
“Every few years we have a area which can be accessed studying needs. “If all students
representative from Student from the outside, but is not are looking for is a study space,
Congress come in to request directly connected to the rest of and do not need the resources
more hours,” Bailey said. “The the library. It’s basically just a of a library, perhaps another
issue is staffing. Students do not large study hall. Such a hall building would be an easier
recognize that it would be would be impossible with the solution,” he said. “Maybe
difficult to find faculty to staff current configuration of our adding Internet connections to
the library for 24 hours. It library.”
residence hall study lounges
would also cost us more money
Salisbury and his staff have would help.”
to fund an extended staff. Our found that only a handful of
Bailey and Salisbury

encouraged students to turn
toward the library’s online
resources, which are far greater
in number than the library’s
hard copies.
Several top-tier institutions
nationwide, including Brown
University, Dartmouth College,
Northwestern University, and
George Washington University,
are in the process of extending
library hours.
Ronald K. Fark, co-leader of
the Gateway Service De
partment of the Brown Univer
sity Library, said that his staff
has begun to move toward 24hour access to one of their many
libraries.
“We are in the planning
stages to have 24/7 study
available at the Sciences
Library but [for now] there are
some spaces on campus that are
available 24 hours, including
the computing clusters at
Computing and Information
Technology and our student
union,” he said.
In the meantime, a 24-hour
library at PC may be unrealistic,
but students are still hoping the
College will consider it as a plan
for the future.
Elizabeth Hogan ’07 said
the early closing of the library
causes interruption in her study
habits.
“Sometimes you are just in
the groove and want to stay a
little later to finish up what
you’re working on,” she said.
“It would be nice if the library
could stay open later at least
during finals weeks when the
most people are studying.”
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Snow: Blizzard of 2005 cancels classes
continued from front page
School of Continuing Edu
cation, before calling off
classes.
“This was an easy decision
because (Gov. Donald Carcieri)
had declared a state of
emergency. . . . I’m always
concerned with the safety of
faculty, staff, and students,” said
Lena, who notified students of
the cancellation on the weather
advisory hotline at Ext. 1012.
Michelle Dantuono ’07, who
heard by word of mouth that
classes would be cancelled, said
she was worried that Raymond
Dining Hall may have been
closed due to the blizzard.
“My roommates and I
thought it was closed at first and
we also heard that from
someone, but then we contacted
our resident assistant,” she said.
Dantuono was one of
hundreds of students who
flooded the cafeteria Sunday
morning for brunch. Several
students carried plastic
containers and baggies with
them, intent on taking extra
food in case Ray closed for
dinner.
“I didn’t stock up on food,
but my roommates did,” said
Dantuono. “I knew I had soup,
cereal and Easy Mac, so I felt
good to go.”
Lena, who has worked at the
College for more than 30 years,

said Ray would not likely close
because of inclement weather.
“I’ve never heard of Ray
closing, but that doesn’t mean
that it hasn’t or that it won’t,”
he said. “Ray has survived two
of the largest snow storms in the
state. . . . Even during the
blizzard of ’78 it was open.”
Along with the cafeteria staff
who braved the conditions and
drove to work, Physical Plant
workers also labored through
out the weekend to clear the
sidewalks and parking lots on
campus.
Physical Plant began
preparing for the storm around
3:00 p.m. on Saturday.
“We made phone calls to get
Physical Plant people into work
and asked them to prepare to
stay the night,” said Jack
McCarthy, executive director of
Physical Plant. After working
throughout the night, the
workers received assistance on
Sunday morning from Jacavone
Construction, an outside
company which supplied the
workers with necessary heavy
equipment.
Eleven members of the
Sailing Club also helped shovel
the snow after responding to
Physical Plant’s request for
student assistance.
Because of the heavy
accumulation, finding a place to
put the snow has been a
challenge.

TRACY DONADIO ’06/The Cowl

Last weekend’s blizzard covered campus in more than 22
inches of snow.
“It’s the first time we’ve
“It’s a problem we haven’t
really addressed that much yet,” pulled this off,” he said. “We
said McCarthy, adding that the were all able to come around
cost of the snow removal has when cleaning it up and it was
well orchestrated. We knew
not yet been determined.
Physical Plant may consider what we had to do and we got
dumping the snow in the cooperation from the students.”
Valueland parking lot on Smith
Major Jack Leyden, exec
Street if it begins to impede utive director of Safety and
traffic flow, said McCarthy. He Security, said students were also
noted that in his four years cooperative when asked to
working at the College, he has move their cars from the
not been more impressed by the parking lots on campus.
Students with cars parked in
hard work of those who helped
the Raymond lot were asked to
with the cleaning efforts.

move their vehicles to the
parking lots near Schneider
Arena and the Philips Memorial
Library parking lots by 9:00
p.m. on Monday. Those who use
the Davis lot parked their cars
in the Raymond lot after it had
been cleared. Students were
given shovels to remove the
snow near their cars, and were
able to re-park their cars in the
Raymond and Davis lots by
midnight, said Leyden.
“Parking on campus is a
privilege, and for a student to
have access to their car is very
important,” he said. “The snow
removal policy has never been
implemented with such a
successful outcome. . . .We
certainly accomplished what we
needed to (Monday) night.”
Kristen Bianco ’06 said she
was not so much concerned
about the students with cars on
campus as she was about
commuting professors.
“Sometimes I feel bad for
the older or handicapped
teachers who need to shovel
their driveways,” she said.
Gillian MacLean ’06, who
lives in Suites Hall and parks
her car in the Fennell lot, spent
her snow day making ice
sculptures
rather
than
attempting to clean off her car.
“The snow day was
awesome—it’s the best thing
that has happened all year,” she
said with a smile.

CAC: Satellite group off to a positive start
continued from front page
wearing sunscreen.
They are also looking into
having a dessert buffet in March
that would feature all pink
desserts and would help to raise
breast cancer awareness.
Additionally, the Advocacy
group is working with the State
House to examine some of the
smoking policies in effect in the
state of Rhode Island.
The Survivorship Committee
will visit Hasbro Children’s
Hospital on Valentine’s Day and

do arts and crafts with children
in the cancer ward.
Throughout the next week,
members of the committee will
collect donations in Ray
Cafeteria to purchase arts and
craft supplies for the visit.
Students can donate money
at the table and decorate a
valentine which Survivorship
Committee members will give
to cancer patients when visiting
them at the hospital.
On Thursday, Feb. 3, CAC
will sponsor a “Picture a Cure,”
event in the lower level of

Slavin, in which members will
take photographs of students
and ask them why they support
cancer research. The photos
with students’ remarks will be
posted around campus and later
sent to the state legislature to
promote cancer awareness.
Another major event that
CAC is involved in is Relay for
Life. This initiative started more
than 20 years ago and has turned
into the American Cancer
Society’s largest event.
Today, there are Relays for
Life all throughout the country.

The event is an overnight event
in which teams of people gather
together and take turns walking
or running laps.
According to the Relay for
Life section of the American
Cancer Society website,
www.cancer.org, it is meant to
“celebrate survi-vorship and
raise money for research and
programs.”
Last year, PC hosted a Relay
for Life in Peterson Recreation
Center, and it was a success.
“Last year the American
Cancer Society set a goal for us

to raise $25,000 at our Relay for
Life, and we wound up raising
over $37,000,” said Hoffman.
“The event was so successful
that we’re looking for new sites
for this year’s Relay for Life,
because we’re afraid that
Peterson won’t be big enough.”
To sign up for the Relay for
Life, which will take place on
April 1 -2, contact the Relay For
Life chair, Jana Loureiro ’07 at
ext. 3056. The next CAC
meeting will be held on
Wednesday, Feb. 9, at 7:00 p.m.
in Slavin, Rm. 117.
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Students get a double dose of artwork
In Transit in HuntCavanagh; faculty
artwork in the
Reilly Gallery
By Megan Comerford ’06
News Staff

The completion of the Smith Center
for the Arts has provided Providence
College with a second venue in addition
to the Hunt-Cavanagh Gallery for
, displaying art exhibits, the
THE Reilly Art Gallery.
ARTS]
Hunt-C avanagh,
originally part of the Chapin
Hospital, was refurbished in 1976, while
this semester marks the grand opening
for the Reilly Art Gallery. Faculty and
students alike are enthusiastic about the
new exhibition site.
According to James Janecek, chair of
the Department of Art and Art History,
the College plans on utilizing both art
galleries, thus enabling them to hold two
art shows simultaneously.
Currently in Hunt-Cavanagh is In
Transit, an exhibit of Gary Duehr’s color
photography. Instead of being sharply
focused, Duehr’s pieces are blurry and
simulate motion, giving viewers the
notion that they are seeing a frame of
someone’s life narrative.

TIM PISACICH ’07/The Cowl

In Transit, by Gary Duehr, is currently on display in the Hunt-Cavanagh Art
Gallery. A collection of faculty artwork is displayed in the Reilly Art Gallery
in the Smith Center for the Arts. The College will be utilizing both galleries
to display artwork in the future.
The photographs that make up In
Transit are full of vibrant colors and
many are shot from interesting
perspectives.
Duehr has been featured in several
museums and galleries including New
York Arts in New York City, the
Danforth Museum of Art in
Framingham, Mass., and the Museo
Nacional de Bellas Artes in Havana,
Cuba.

He has been the recipient of grants
from both the LEF Foundation, the
Rockefeller
Foundation,
and
Massachusetts Cultural Council.
Most recently, the Visible Republic
Program of the New England Foundation
for the Arts awarded Duehr a public art
grant to design a permanent photo
installation, as commissioned by the
Massachusetts Bay Transit Authority
(MBTA), for the new Silver Line depot

at South Station in Boston.
Duehr is co-director of the Invisible
Cities Group, an organization that
combines performance, poetry, and
visual art. He has published two
collections of his own poetry, Winter
Light and Where Everyone is Going To.
Currently managing the Bromfield
Gallery in Boston, Duehr also reviews
photography for Art New England and
has contributed to several journals
including Art on Paper and Public
Culture.
In Transit will remain in HuntCavanagh until Feb. 17, when it will be
replaced by an exhibit of paintings by
Jeffrey Cortland Jones entitled Beneath
the Broken Sky: Works on Paper by
Jeffrey Cortland Jones.
On exhibit in the Reilly Art Gallery,
located to the left of the theater at the
main entrance to the Smith Center, is the
Smith Center for the Arts Dedication
Exhibition, a collection of Providence
College faculty artwork.
The show, originally scheduled for
last semester, is on display through
March 26 and is a part of the city of
Providence’s 2005 “Gallery Night.”
This program runs the third Thursday
of every month from March to
November and includes free shuttle
transportation from Citizen Plaza to
various art exhibits throughout the city.
The reception for the dedication exhibit
coincides with “Gallery Night” and will
be held Thursday, March 17, from 5:009:00 p.m.

Eroding Environmental Studies Program to be cut
By Jen Jarvis ’07
News Staff

The Environmental Studies
Program is in the process of
being cut from the curriculum
at Providence College.
According
ACADEMIC to Appendix D,
AFFAIRS section 2.a, of
the Faculty
Handbook, a program can be
considered for discontinuation
by the vice president for
Academic Administration if the
reason for the cut is “(1) the
nature of a budgetary problem,
(2) the need for a change in
educational priorities, and (3)
the overall contribution to the
Mission of the College.”
The Departmental Affairs
Committee of the Faculty
Senate was “interested in
finding out the circumstance of
how the program ended,” said
Dr. Wendy Oliver, chair of the
committee. The program has
not had any faculty to teach the
core classes, and therefore,

students could not major in the
program.
They have determined that
these reasons could be
considered budgetary problems,
and the steps to cut the program
can therefore follow the
procedure described
in
Appendix D of the Faculty
Handbook.
According to the minutes
from the Dec. 1,2004 meeting
of the Faculty Senate, the
Environmental Studies Program
was originally promised a
tenure-track faculty member to
teach the core classes, but was
instead given a three-year
position. The faculty member
was not replaced after
eventually leaving for a tenure
track position.
Since there were no faculty
members to teach the core
classes in the program,
Providence College stopped
accepting students into it.
“There has been a gradual
phase-out of students in the
program,” said Dr. MaryJane

Lenon, President of the Faculty
Senate.
Given that no students are
majoring in Environmental
Studies, the program has been
little-known around campus.
Even members of the
Environmental Club were
unaware of the program.
“I wish they would have
advertised it,” said Jillian
Antonellis ’07, Vice President
of the club. “This school needs
to be more involved in the
environment,” said Jodi Forcier
’07.
Once the vice president for
Academic Administration has
determined that a program
should be discontinued, faculty
members and the president of
the Student Congress are
appointed to a Program
Discontinuance or Reduction
Appeals Committee to decide
whether to cut the program.
At the same time, the faculty
and students in that program are
notified immediately to be
given the chance to appeal.

When considering the
program discontinuance, the
committee should consider, “the
integrity and the excellence of
the academic enterprise of the
College as a whole” and “the
academic priorities of the
College,” as well as the faculty
members and students who are
a part of the program, according
to the Faculty Handbook.
Within 90 days of being
formed, the Program Dis
continuance or Reduction
Appeals Committee must
present a written report on its
findings about the program to
the vice president for Academic
Administration, who must
announce his or her final
recommendation to the Faculty
Senate no more than 30 days
later.
Finally, the Faculty Senate
votes on whether to discontinue
the program, and this
recommendation, along with
that of the vice president for
Academic Administration, are
sent to the President, who has

the final say in whether to
discontinue the program.
At this point, the Environ
mental Studies Program is still
in the first steps of
discontinuance. Now, the
Program Discontinuance or
Reduction Appeals Committee
“will actually meet and
investigate the issue,” said
Lenon.
While the decision will not
affect any faculty members or
students directly, some students
are still upset about the potential
loss of the program. “I think
stuff like [the Environmental
Studies Program] would attract
more people to the school,” said
Jenna Fegreus ’07, Secretary of
the Environmental Club. Nora
Cassidy ’05 said there are
“definitely people who would
be interested in it.”
“I think most people are
unhappy about ending the
program, but it’s a matter of
practicality,” Oliver said. “[The
College]
can’t
support
everything.”
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Four days and four more years
by

Sarah Vaz ’07

PC

Asst. World Editor

Four days of lavish celebration for
President George W. Bush came to a
close Friday at the sanctuary of the Na
tional Cathedral, where 3,200 invited
family, aides, and high
NEWS ranking officials gathered
ANALYSIS for an interfaith ceremony
with Christian. Jewish,
and Muslim clergy present. Rev. Billy
Graham, who Bush has credited with
inspiring him to turn away from alcohol
and back to his faith at age 40, pro
nounced his belief that God had a hand
in Bush’s re-election, and thus invoked
his guidance during the sermon. “The
next four years are hidden from us, but
they are not hidden from you. He said,
“You know the challenges and opportu
nities they will face. Give them a clear
mind, a warm heart, calmness in the
midst of turmoil, reassurance in times of
discouragement, and your presence al
ways.”
Bush's own inaugural address used a
similar appeal to both God and the
American people, saying “We are led,
by events and commonsense, to one con
clusion. The survival of liberty in our
land increasingly depends on the success
of liberty in other lands. The best hope
for peace in our world is the expansion
of freedom in all the world.” Pundits
noted that the President utilized the word
“tyranny” five times, “liberty” 15 and
“freedom" 27, amidst promises to “re
form great institutions to serve the needs
of our time” in a reference to the Su
preme Court among others. Onlookers
described the speech as lacking specif
ics but exuding symbolism.
Bush laid out several goals, most no
tably an intent to win the War on Terror,
and establish stability and democracy in
Iraq. Domestically, he expressed his
goals to both privatize Social Security
by creating personal investment accounts
and to reform the tax codes by removal
of thousands of provisions, in an unde
fined plan that has left many in Wash
ington skeptical. Furthermore he said he
will seek to limit medical malpractice
and class-action jury awards, which he
believes have grown out of control, and
to push a “guest worker” immigration
policy that many conservative republi
cans in fact oppose.

What would you do to
prepare for a terrorist
threat?

BBC

The Presidential couple at one of the nine balls celebrating the Inauguration.
Bush joked that it was his first dance with Mrs. Bush in four years.
First Lady Laura Bush defended the
over-the-top celebration in a time of war
and natural disaster abroad, defining the
inauguration as “an important part of our
history. They're a ritual of our govern
ment." Bush said. “I think it’s really im
portant to have the inauguration every
time.”
Supporters had hoped to raise $50 mil
lion to finance the inauguration, but the
inaugural committee used the money to
finance other celebrations, while the city
of Washington D.C. was left to foot the
bill for the swearing in and parade, com
plete with record costs in security. Do
nors coughed up $250,000 a person for
tickets to the swearing-in ceremony, good
seats at the parade, and a chance to dine
with Bush, Cheney, and their wives.
The only free event was the Com
mander-In-Chief Ball, honoring military
families, with other balls costing $ 150 a
ticket. With nine inaugural balls, each
state was represented, by the 50,000
people who attended the galas. Amaz
ingly enough, the President and his wife
did their rounds at the nine balls and were
home by 10 p.m. with Cheney defend
ing that they would all have an early
morning the next day, although the only
thing officially on the public schedule for
the first day of the term was the prayer
service.
“I’m looking forward to putting my
heart and soul into this job for four more

years,” Bush told congressional leaders,
among whom Sen. Trent Lott (R-Miss.),
chairman of the congressional inaugu
ral committee, responded eagerly.
“We’re ready to go to work,” he af
firmed.
The President has his work cut out
for him, with the confirmations of a
handful of new second-term Cabinet of-*'
ficers up for debate in the Senate. De
spite a GOP controlled Senate, demo
crats have already stalled the confirma
tion of Condoleeza Rice for Secretary
of State, calling the inauguration a brief
respite. “When the inauguration bands
stop playing and Congress comes back
into session, we Democrats will be on
guard and ready to fight against the Re
publicans’ extreme policies once again,”
warned Sen. Charles Schumer (D-N. Y.).
Otherwise, the four days of inaugu
ration celebrations were relatively un
eventful, security-wise and politically.
Protesters were of course present, but
caused no abnormal levels of distur
bance during the event, while the Presi
dent made only one mention of Iraq,
however indirect; “Our contry has ac
cepted obligations that are difficult to
fulfill and would be dishonorable to
abandon.”

Sarah Vernon ’07
World Staff

After security in Boston was height
ened last week due to an anonymous tip
on Monday that Chinese citizens were
planning a terrorist attack on the city,
I F.B.I. officials on SaturNEWS day said that one of the
ANALYSIS‘Chinese
nationalists
I wanted for questioning
hud been in United States custody for
two months. The suspect Mei Xia Dong
was arrested for an immigration viola
tion on Nov. 11 and apparently does not
have any terrorist ties. She has been held
by the Customs and Border Protection
detention facility in San Diego.
As a result of the threat, there was
visibly more security in Boston last
week, with police patrolling the subway
with radiation detectors. Yet, officials
remained skeptical about the validity of
the tip, saying that the reliability of the
source was questionable and the threat
was not confirmed. Police were also
posting pictures of those wanted for
questioning up on signs and token
booths.

Although news reports of the possi
bility of a dirty bomb and a plan to attack
a liquid natural gas tanker in the city’s
harbor, the government denied these re
ports. At a press conference, Mayor Tho
mas M. Menino (D) called such claims
“misinformation.” But officials said that
the efforts being taken by the police were
routine reactions to a type of threat that
was often raised. According to a chief
transportation official, police and F.B.I.
officials were only following a “standard
practice.”
While Massachusetts Governor Mitt
Romney (R) left Washington where he
was planning on attending the inaugura
tion, he de-emphasized the validity of the
threat. At a news conference on Friday,
the governor said he was “less concerned,
not more concerned” about the danger
posed to the city.
The anonymous tip came from a caller
in Mexico who telephoned the Califor
nia Highway Patrol. According to the
unknown informant, a group of Chinese
nationals and two Iraqis had illegally en
tered the country through Mexico, and
were planning on smuggling nuclear
materials to Boston by way of New York.

“Buy guard dogs.’’
Mike King ’07

“Build a bomb shelter.”
Joe Boniwell ’08

Sources: Washington Post, Associated
Press

Terrorism tip spooks Beantown
by

Ask

Despite the information, officials
speculated that the call may have been
a hoax by someone smuggling immi
grants or drugs over the border who may
have wanted just to extract revenge for
a deal that had fallen through. The caller
directed the police to a package he had
tosse i over a border fence in California
that contained visas for three Chinese
nationals and a Chinese identity card.
In addition they found airline ticket
stubs and baggage claim tickets with the
names of nine Chinese nationals.
While the F.B.I. is still seeking the
13 other people named for questioning,
officials seemed to think that the situa
tion was under control and that the threat
was minimal. In a news conference on
Saturday, Romney stated that there was
“a growing degree of confidence that
we’re getting on top of this.” He spent
more time discussing the blizzard which
he said posed a greater concern for the
city.

“Hide under the bed. What
else can you do?
Kim Krupa ’07
and
Tim Kelly ’08

“Buy all the pretzels and
popsicles I can find.”
Brad Freeman ’06

Sources: The New York Times, Reuters,
The Boston Globe

Complied by Allison Herrmann ’07
and Julianne Spohrer ’07

World
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Popular Cartoon Gay?
Local:

Smoking ban exemptions
State legislator Joseph L. Faria (DR.I.) introduced a bill last week that
would exempt certain bars from the
state-wide smoking ban that is set to take
effect. The law, which takes effect on
March 1, prohibits smoking in every
“public enclosed space.” Faria’s Bill in
particular, would excuse any bar that
does not serve food from the ban. How
ever, the state legislature does not seem
hospitable to the bill. Majority leader
Gordon D. Fox (D-R.I..) who sponsored
the House version of the bill stated,
“Once you start carving out more ex
ceptions, then the law just becomes a
shambles of what it was.”

National:
Late night star passes
Johnny Carson, acclaimed host of
NBC’s Tonight Show for nearly 30
years, died Sunday at the age of 79.
Carson was diagnosed with Emphysema
in 2002 after decades of smoking. Be
ginning his career on the show in 1962,

Carson hosted an impressive 4,531 epi
sodes before his retirement in 1992. In
ducted into the television Hall of Fame
in 1987, Carson brought tremendous suc
cess to the Tonight Show, earning 42
Emmy nominations, seven trophies, and
a Golden Globe nomination. Close
friend, comedian Joan Rivers noted, “No
body in the world was like him, he was
absolutely the best I’ve ever worked
with.” Carson is survived by his wife and
two sons.

International:

Seasick in the Caribbean
An estimated 250 people were sick
ened by a Norwalk-like stomach virus
aboard a seven-day Carribean cruise last
week. Officials from the Royal Carribean
Cruise Line believe the virus was brought
on board by a passenger. Those infected
were “treated and responded well to overthe counter medication,” said Royal
Carribean spokesman Michael Sheehan.
The cruiseline implemented a program
of heightened sanitation (laying out strict
guidelines for crew members), and ap

pointed three additional doctors to the
ship’s medical team. Symptoms of the
virus included nausea, fever, and head
ache.

Literature:

Fiction and jewels in public places
Inspired by the novel Masquerade
(which contained clues that led to the dis
covery of a rare piece of jewelry), au
thor Michael Stadther recently published
A Treasure’s Trove, itself the realization
of Stadther’s childhood dream to create
“a puzzle sandwiched between the pages
of a classic, timeless fairytale.” The
reader can decipher clues within the
book to discover a jackpot of 12 jewels
hidden in “very public places” around
the United States. Stadther, who hid each
of the tokens himself, promises that they
can be easily accessed without disturb
ing structures. So far no one has found
the pieces. “Hopefully, 100 years from
now, people will be looking for the jew
els in the story,” he stated.
Sources: New York Times, Washington
Post

He lives in a pineapple under the sea,
and now that makes him homosexual.
The popular cartoon character Sponge
bob Squarepants is now the center of a
heated debate as to whether the yellow
sponge promotes a homosexual lifestyle.
The debate was caused by conserva
tive Christian groups taking offense to a
video remake of the song “We Are Fam
ily,” by Nile Rodgers. Focus on the Fam
ily and the American Family Associa
tion (AFA) both assert the video has a
hidden agenda promoting and promul
gating a homosexual lifestyle. TheAFA
states that their children may be exposed
to a presentation of homosexuality as a
normal, natural, and healthy lifestyle.
Further outraging these groups is the tol
erance pledge on Rodger’s We Are Fam
ily Foundation website, which does in
clude tolerance of sexual identity.
Rodgers said, “ The video was done
to promote the spirit of cooperation and
unity.” That being said, leave it to groups
concerned about family to be disapprov
ing of unity.
Source: MSNBC

—Kathryn Treadway ’06

Ranchers have a cow over mad foreign meat
by

Ryan Bowley ’08
World Staff

A researcher at University Hospital
in Zurich reported Friday that mad cow
disease, or bovine spongiform
encephalopathy (BSE), can contaminate
a wider variety of organs
NEWS than once thought. The
ANALYSIS study shows that BSE
could infect the animal’s
pancreas, kidneys and liver. This
discovery could mean that there is no
way of discarding high-risk organs,
because it is possible that the disease
could infect the cow’s entire body. The
high-risk organs are thought to be the
brain, spinal cord, certain nerves, bone
marrow and small intestines. The new
study shows that BSE could attack any
inflamed organ. The test subjects, which
were rodents, were subjected by
scientists to chronic diseases of the
pancreas, kidneys and liver; BSE was
found in those organs.
This news comes after yet another
report of mad cow disease in a Canadian
cow. On Jan. 11, the Canadian
government confirmed that a cow in
Alberta was infected. This is the second
case in Canada this year. The U.S.
government has decided, however, to go
through with plans to reopen the
American market to Canadian beef,
which had been closed for more than a
year and a half, when a case of BSE was
reported. At the Senate confirmation

hearing for the Bush nominee for
Agriculture Secretary, Michael Johanns
(R-Neb.), Democrats questioned
Canada’s commitment to regulating and
controlling mad cow disease. Many
ranchers have filed a suit with the United
States government to block the reopening
of the border to the cattle trade, citing
the threat to American consumers. The
larger meat companies are in favor of
reopening the border.

A new study shows that mad
cow’s disease can infect any
inflamed organ not merely the
brain and nervous system as
previously believed. This news
comes as the U.S. reconsiders
opening American market with
Canadian beef.
About one year ago there was a case
of mad cow disease in the state of
Washington. The infected cow was born
in Canada, and it is thus far the only case
of the disease within U.S. borders.
There has been only one American
death caused by mad cow disease, but the
victim was born in London. Charlene
Singh, who immigrated to the U.S. in
1992, allegedly contracted the human
form of BSE while in Great Britain.
In humans, BSE manifests itself as
variant Creutzfeld-Jakob disease (vCJD).

Google Images

Above is a cow infected with bovine
spongiform commonly known as
mad cow disease.
It is caused by eating the meat of an
animal infected with mad cow disease.
The first known cases of infected cows
transferring the illness to humans came
in Great Britain in the mid-1990s. It was
discovered when an unusually high
number of patients were diagnosed with
CJD, a disease previously thought to be
rare and occuring mostly among the
elderly. The new outbreak occurred in
people who had eaten meat infected with
BSE, and this new condition in humans
was termed vCJD. By this past summer,
the British government had reported
around 150 deaths that were likely due
to vCJD. Since that time, the UK
government and the European Union
(EU) have instituted stringent guidelines
that seek to prevent further infection in

humans.
The first signs that a person has been
infected are easily mistaken for other
psychological disorders. A person who
has been infected might experience
depression, anxiety, memory loss, and
have impaired thinking capacity. As the
disease progresses, however, symptoms
become more severe and debilitating. A
patient will eventually lose the ability to
reason and speak, and will lose their
memory entirely, along with their ability
to walk. These symptoms are similar to
the effects of Alzheimer’s disease, a
much more famous and widespread
illness. Unlike with Alzheimer’s, those
with vCJD will likely live for only a year
after symptoms are apparent. The
disease may lay dormant in the infected
person for several years.
Although comparatively little is
known about vCJD, it is widely accepted
to be caused by mishapen proteins, or
prions. These prions attack the brain of
the infected animal or human, and cause
other proteins to become mishapen. The
infected cells then die, and the protein
moves on. This process is repeated
rapidly. Eventually, the brain of the
infected animal or human is covered in
microscopic holes. The brain then
resembles a sponge, and it is from this
that scientists get the technical name for
mad cow disease.
Sources: MSNBC, MayoClinic, CNN,
International Herald-Tribune, Chicago
Sun-Times

Weekly__

Chinese
Communist
leader
passes
Spotlight
by

Phoebe Patterson ’07
World Staff

Former Communist Party leader
Zhao Ziyang, revered for leading China
on the road to economic reform and
ejected from his government duties af
ter sympathizing with student protest
ers in the Tiananmen Square Massacre,
died aged 85 after lapsing into a coma
from a stroke he suffered on Monday,
Jan. 17.
Zhao, born in the Chinese province
of Henan, first became affiliated with
the Communist Party at age 13 by join
ing the Communist Youth league in
1932. After brief success as a party of
ficial in the 1940s, Zhao fell from grace
as Mao Zedong swept the Communist
scene in the 1960s and accused Zhao of
compromising Communist ideologies
for capitalist reforms.
In 1973, Zhao, appointed to govern
China’s largest province Sichuan,
surged back into political popularity af-

ter saving Sichuan from economic col
lapse. Zhao made his mark as he in
creased industrial production by 81 % and
agricultural output by 25%.
As Communist Party Secretary Gen
eral and Prime Minister, Zhao wished to
transform China from a Communist state
to a modern, democratic socialist state.
He increased trade with the west, includ
ing the United States, streamlined
China’s bloated bureaucracy, and reduced
widespread corruption.
Despite impressive strides in eco
nomic reform, Zhao experienced politi
cal downfall after visiting and sympathiz
ing with the protesting students in
Tiananmen Square in 1989. Zhao op
posed military force to end the protests,
but was overruled as opposing commu
nist leaders went ahead with martial law.
“I have come too late” Zhao said in an
apology to the students, as he waded into
the crowd, begging them to give up the
protest that they may be safe.
Stripped of his political office after
martial law was enstated, Zhao lived un

Former Communist Party leader
Zhao Ziyang had sympathized with
student protesters at Tiananmen
Square.
der house arrest for the last 15 years of
his life. Although the government con
tinually tried to suppress all pictures and
news about Zhao, he twice wrote to the
government requesting that the events at

Tiananmen be reexamined. The first let
ter was on the 146th anniversary of the
Communist party and the second letter
was during former President Bill
Clinton’s visit to China.
While Communist Party leaders at the
time discredited his political and eco
nomic reform plans, Zhao’s reforms
were the blueprint for 25 years of eco
nomic growth and the opening of China’s
economy.
Thousands in Hong Kong mourning
their deceased hero held a candlelight
vigil on Friday. Many embrace Zhao’s
democratic vision as they enjoy civil lib
erties denied to Chinese on the mainland.
He is survived by his second wife, Liang
Boqi, a daughter and four sons. The gov
ernment continued to view Zhao as a
menace, but muted its response to his
death based on public opinion.

Sources: BBC News, Yahoo News,
MSNBC News
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PC for Life has heart, Darwin too cool for one school
but lacks sound logic
by

Caitlin Ford ’05

Commentary Editor

by Adam

D Roach ’06

Asst. Head Copy Editor

On my way back from my
daily run to Brown University,
I always find that the toughest
and most taxing portion of the
, route is the

CAMPUS incline right
front of the
State Capitol
Building. It made it only
tougher last week when I had
to maneuver my way through a
gaggle of right-to-lifers
lobbying at the State House,
carrying stop signs which said
“Stop Abortion Now” on one
side and “Thank You President
Bush” on the other.
On Jan. 22 of each year, on
the anniversary of the Roe v.
Wade Supreme Court decision,
made in 1973, these folks
become more visible and vocal.
With the anniversary also
comes PC for Life’s annual trip
to the March for Life in
Washington D.C.
PC for Life does a number
of commendable things. It is an
activist organization, and I
strongly support any group that
has an opinion and is willing to
act on it. It raises awareness
concerning its issues and brings
people into the process of
political activism. PC for Life
also includes in its membership
a number of wonderful people
whom I am fortunate enough to
call my friends. After discussing
PC for Life with Kathryn
Cooper ’07, the co-chair of the
organization, I learned a lot
more about the organization and
gained a greater appreciation
and respect for what it does.
I feel compelled to criticize
PC for Life, however, not
merely because I disagree with
its opinion regarding abortion
but because I feel they focus
nearly universally on the
abortion issue and fail to
provide a strong voice on a
number of other issues which
are quite important and relevant.
For example, PC for Life has
been nearly silent regarding the
death penalty. In our neighbor
state of Connecticut, serial killer
Michael Ross was nearly
executed by lethal injection
while Republican Governor M.
Jodi Rell remained silent on the
matter. In Massachusetts,
Republican Governor Mitt
Romney has taken the initial
steps to bring the death penalty
back to the Commonwealth. PC
for Life, a group largely
composed of conservatives, has
ignored these two issues and has
conveniently ignored the 152
executions that Bush failed to
halt while governor of Texas. It
is quite hypocritical to call
oneself pro-life and support a
president with such a record.
PC for Life has also
remained silent on the issue of
warfare. When President Bush
launched his unjustified and
unnecessary assault on Iraq on
March 20, 2003, an attack
which was condemned by the

Pope, PC for Life did not voice
its opposition. As the death
count of U.S. soldiers has risen
to 1416 and the wounded count
to 10,502, and as somewhere
between 15,000 to 18,000 Iraqi
civilians have been killed since
the U.S. invasion, PC for Life
continues its approval of the
policies
of
the
Bush
administration.
Being “pro-life” means that
one must support programs that
raise the quality of life
throughout the country and the
world. In this aspect,
conservatives have failed
miserably. Bush has spent $80
to $100 million on the war in
Iraq while at the same time
cutting taxes for the richest of
the rich. No Child Left Behind
has been drastically under
funded and social programs
have been cut left and right.
More than 90,000 college
students in the U.S. have lost
part of their state and federal
student aid while nationwide aid
given to students through the
Pell grant has been largely
reduced. The quality of life in
this country is steadily dropping
and PC for Life continues to
one-dimensionally support the
President because of the
abortion issue.
Abortions are horrible and it
is unacceptable when an antichoicer calls someone who is
pro-choice “pro-abortion”. It
would be ideal if abortions
never took place, all can agree
on that. Nonetheless, history has
shown that, legally or illegally,
women will continue to have
abortions. The right way to
prevent abortions is to make
women’s decisions regarding
abortions easier. This is done by
cultivating a social support
system for young people and by
helping people make the right
decisions from the beginning by
promoting a healthy and wellfunded public education
system.
By promoting abstinence
and by making contraceptives
available, as well as by
promoting adoption as a
desirable option, the number of
those deciding to have an
abortion will decrease. The U.S.
cannot allow itself to return to
the days of backroom abortions,
performed with coat-hangers
and glass bottles.
It is not easy being pro
choice in a school like PC but I
must resolutely support a
woman’s right to choose. Being
“pro-life” means more than just
being anti-abortion. It en
compasses the question of what
is the best way to prevent
abortions and what the quality
of life will be at birth. By
ignoring these facets of the issue
PC for Life has ultimately been
counter-productive. If antichoicers could only realize this,
perhaps next Jan. 22 on my run
past the Capitol the stop signs
of the activists will read “Thank
you, President Bush. Thanks for
nothing.”

In his book Only Yesterday,
Frederick Lewis Allen wrote
that the Scopes monkey trial
had little more than entertain
ment value for
ACADEMICS the nation. He
wrote, “Legis
lators might
go on passing anti-evolution
laws, and in the hinterlands the
pious might still keep their reli
gion locked in a science-proof
compartment of their minds; but
civilized opinion everywhere
had regarded the Dayton trial
with amazement and amuse
ment, and the slow drift away
from fundamentalist certainty
continued.” Allen, however,
was apparently mistaken. Last
week, a school district in Penn
sylvania began teaching “intel
ligent design” in biology classes
as an alternative to evolution.
This is one of the few times
that I cannot defend my home
state. The Dover Area School
District, near the state capital of
Harrisburg in southern Pennsyl
vania, ruled that students should
hear alternatives to evolution in
biology classrooms, and begin
ning last Tuesday, Jan. 18, ad
ministrators read statements
explaining “intelligent design.”
This theory maintains, accord
ing to CNN, that an unspecified

omnipotent force had to have
created the universe because it
is so complex.
Evolution is indeed a theory,
not a proven fact, however so
is Einstein’s hypothesis of rela
tivity; both are things we have
accepted as accurate in our cur
rent thinking. And while there
are other scientific theories that
attempt to explain the develop
ment of the human species and
the universe, intelligent design
is not one of them. Instead, this
theory has attempted to secular
ize creationism by replacing
God with an unspecified force.
This obviously crosses the
boundaries of the separation of
church and state. Dover Area
School District administrators
did try to respect this constitu
tional mandate in some re
spects, though. They excused
students who did not want to
hear the statement, did not force
teachers who opposed the new
law to read the statement, and
they did not allow questions
about intelligent design after the
statement had been read.
This attempt to respect the
rights of students and teachers;
however, probably did more
harm for the students than good.
They heard an alternative to
evolution, but were not allowed
any elaboration on that theory
or any further explanation of the
scientific validity of it. Instead,

administrators who have come
under national pressure did not
stand by their decision to in
clude intelligent design in the
biology curriculum, but moved
away from the topic as quickly
as possible. In making this de
cision, these administrators
caved in to the conservative,
religious right that has recently
asserted itself in the political
and social realms. However,
while fundamentalists and other
religiously-minded people may
not accept evolution, or may
create their own variation of it,
in order to appease their reli
gious beliefs, creationist theo
ries contain no scientific valid
ity.
A federal judge has set a
court date of Sept. 26 for a law
suit that eight student families
have brought against the Dover
Area School District with the
help of two civil liberties
groups. These families claim
that students are being taught
religious, not scientific, material
in biology class. This is not
only a problem for Dover, al
though it is currently the only
school district in the United
States to provide an alternative
to evolution. The decision has
opened the door for similar de
cisions in other school districts,
especially those in more reli
giously minded areas like the
South and Midwest.

Swimming, surfing, and globalism
of heartbreak. One day, I agreed
to drive the maids back to the
neighboring town of Limon,
Over the break, my friends and was horrified to see the
and I spent a week in Rancho condition of their homes. They
Santana, Nicaragua. Rancho had sheet metal roofs and cheap
Santana is a gated community brick walls. The occasional
two
hours hammock was the only sign of
south of the luxury. I drove by a bus on
GLOBAL
capital city of cinderblocks that appeared to be
Managua and a used as some kind of dwelling.
half-hour west of Rivas. My
I feel like no one should have
friend Pat’s father had invested to live that way, yet these people
in this community over 10 years come to work at Rancho
ago and built a house on a cliff Santana—a
symbol
of
overlooking the most spec unbridled American wealth—
tacular seascape imaginable. with a smile on their face. So
My friends and I thought it our many times, I was inclined to
duty to take advantage of this tip the bartenders a little extra,
opportunity and enjoyed 100 or pay the maids double their
degree weather every day we daily wage, but 1 was constantly
were there. Horseback riding on warned against it. I was told that
the beach, surfing, skim if you pay the Nicaraguan locals
boarding—you name it, we did too much, it would cause an
artificial inflation of their
it.
As relaxing as this vacation currency, making life poten
was, my Nicaraguan paradise tially harder for them.
These warnings sparked a
troubled me for several reasons.
First, the employees that series of economic discussions
worked in Rancho Santana— among my friends and I over a
the maids that prepared every few too many Nicaraguan beers.
meal for us, the security guards These discussions actually
that stood outside our house at changed the way I feel about
night with AK-47s and night capitalism and America’s role as
vision goggles, the bartenders at an economic superpower.
the clubhouse that speedily Americans are in constant fear
responded to our every broken- of the growing trend of
Spanish request—made no offshoring—the transferring of
more than $4 a day. Service is jobs from the States over to
an incredibly cheap commodity countries like India and
in Nicaragua, and believe it or China—where workers are
not, $4 is a pretty impressive willing to do more work for
daily wage.
much less money. Essentially,
Second, the villages these other countries can offer
surrounding Rancho Santana a better product in the form of
were impoverished to the point labor at an incredibly

Jon McGrath ’05

Commentary Staff

competitive price. In a purely
capitalistic world economy,
these countries have an
advantage over the United
States.
According to a book by
David Smith, if the entire world
was proportionately shrunk
down to a hundred people, six
people would have roughly
59% of the world’s wealth, all
six of them from the United
States. After my trip to a truly
third-world country, I am
starting to believe that
Americans are so concerned
with offshoring simply because
we are so used to being on top.
Our country boasts its success
as a capitalist country, but these
“Buy American” campaigns are
very un-capitalistic when one is
considering a world economy.
If we truly believe in the beauty
of capitalism, we as Americans
have to understand that our
unimaginable wealth is simply
a flash in the pan, and that new
countries will emerge to take
our place on top as long as we
fail to prepare our youth for a
competitive global economy.
I am certainly not implying
that America should and will
lose its place as leader of the
economic world, but what I am
saying is that unless we really
work for our position we cannot
complain about the current
situation. So I say, let us show
the world what Americans are
capable of, because the simple
fact that we have always been
rich cannot ensure us good
fortune in the global market of
tomorrow.
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Tangents and Tirades Snow day brings out
After a one week absence that may have forced you to read
a legitimate article, have no fear, your favorite (and least
labor intensive) section of the paper is back. Believe it or not,
the Commentary section was frustrated with all this snow,
among other things. And if these are not chopped down
enough for you, Tangent and Tirade Cliffnotes are available
upon request.
Left out in the cold Can we just talk about the major disappointment that occurred
at about 7:30 last Saturday night? Our beloved Alumni Food Court closed, leaving
many students hungry and without the comfort of a chicken parm sandwich. Many
of us were forced to retreat to our dorm rooms and resort to the old Domino’s
special—one large cheese pizza for $5.99. The next day, Slavin was closed
completely, leaving us without access to not only delicious Slavin food, but also the
use of an ATM. No Slavin food, no money for Dominos. The blizzard may not have
killed the spirit of Providence College students, but it certainly shut down Slavin.
—Betsy Rouleau ’08
Big dreams: Not just a landlord I decided what I’m going to be when I grow up:
a Providence College slumlord! The condition of PC’s off-campus housing is so
horrid, yet students will pay ridiculous amounts of money for a chance to live
independently of the school. I’ve been to many house parties in my time at Providence
College, and I believe that I have what it takes to become a negligent landlord. So
when you see me at the class reunion 20 years from now and you ask me what I do
for a living, I can proudly respond “I provide your kid with substandard housing.”
—Jon McGrath ’05

A treacherous walk to breakfast Today, as I walked up River Ave. to Dunkin’
Donuts with my roommate, we faced two conflicting problems. We could not walk
on the sidewalk because many people had not shoveled their walks and those who
had, had not shoveled out the corners, so there was no way to get onto the sidewalk
in the first place (except trudging through four foot high snowdrifts). On the other
hand, as we walked along the edge of the street, we were sprayed with snow by the
cars zooming up the road. Now, the roads were not that bad, but it was still
unnecessary to go fast enough to shoot snow across the street and onto poor
pedestrians. Learn some blizzard etiquette people! —Caitlin Ford ’05
Bang for your buck
I am a Yankee. No, I am not talking about my baseball
career, which ended in high school, and had only one highlight— fitting an entire
pouch of Big League Chew in my mouth in one wad. I use this word in its original
sense, meaning one from New England, a people known to be thrifty and resource
ful. First of all, our apartment has only turned our heat on for a total of three days
this winter, saving hundreds of dollars. The thermostat was only cracked because
we were tired of cleaning up the spray from the frozen toilet bowl.
—Chris Ackley ’06
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To the ill and afflicted of
Providence College:

the best in PC students
Blizzard creates a
winter holiday
for PC students
and New England
by

Betsy Rouleau ’08
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New England has a reputation for
being a cold and impersonal place. Many
Providence College students who are
new to the area have complained about
the pace of life and
the aloof nature of
New Englanders. I,
as a native New
Englander, have to disagree. The spirit
of New England came to life this past
weekend during the infamous blizzard
of 2005. There is something absolutely
magical about the first real snowstorm
of the season. Everything that is wrong
with the world is temporarily covered
with a blanket of white and the noise of
the city is absorbed by the drifts of snow.
This is especially true on a college
campus, for students from Florida,
California, and even the Marshall Islands
were able to experience a true New
England blizzard for the first time. Snow
does more than cover the earth, drape
the trees and buildings in a cloak of
white, and transform the world into a
fairyland—its serves the far more
mysterious role of bringing people
together.
The first night of the blizzard, my
roommate and I were awakened by the
sounds of shouts and screams ofjoy from
beneath our window. Scrambling up, we
peered down through the swirling flakes
to the ground below. We saw about six
boys, bundled up against the cold and
armed with cheap plastic sleds, trays, a
skateboard, and even a tire. We watched
as they threw themselves down on sleds,
tossed armloads of snow, and
somersaulted headfirst into the huge
drifts that had been slowly accumulating
since 4 PM. From our vantage point on
the second floor of McVinney, nothing
had ever seemed quite so funny. We
flashed our lights, pounded on the
window, and waved crazily. We were
united with those outside because it was
snowing and because we could share in
the joy and laughter of the moment.
Greater evidence of the childhood
spirit provoked by the snow was seen
between the girls of McVinney Hall and

St. Joseph’s Hall. At about three o’clock
on Monday afternoon, students waded
and tunneled across yards of snow and
met for a capture the flag game behind
St. Dominic’s Chapel. The boys of St.
Joe’s arrived wildly, their faces painted,
adorned with black bandanas, and
wearing matching white shirts. The girls
of McVinney constructed a snowman on
which they could drape their flag, and
the battle began. The students dove,
tackled, and threw snowballs; the boys
linked hands to form a human chain to
free themselves from a snowy fort
dubbed as “jail”. For those moments,
college kids, often burdened by papers,
exams, and other worries, were children
again. They were children who could
experience the beauty of a cold and
snowy afternoon in the middle of
January.

Those who call New Englanders
cold and distant have neglected
to see the camaraderie, loyalty,
and playfulness that develops in
the midst of a snowstorm.
The snow does more than awaken the
playful childhood spirit in all of us. It is
not all snowballs and snowmen, for
blizzards create many safety concerns.
Churches and shelters opened their doors
to provide assistance to those who were
stranded far from home or who had no
other place to go. An elderly woman on
the Cape lost heat in her home for the
better part of a day, and the local fire
department found a way to help her and
turn on the heat once more. Members of
the Providence College Sailing team
helped to dig out the campus this
morning as part of a school fundraiser.
Blizzards demonstrate the love New
Englanders possess for their home and
for each other.
Those who call New Englanders cold
and distant have neglected to see the
camaraderie, loyalty, and playfulness
that develops in the midst of a
snowstorm. From childhood to the
college years and finally adulthood, there
is a special sort of magic involved in
crisp, snowy, carefree days. Grown
adults are transformed into children
again in the face of sparkling white dust
spread out across the ground. I believe
they feel connected against the cold and
wind, and united as a community to share
in the spirit and the fun of winter. Take
some time this week to enjoy everything
that New England has to offer in the
snow.
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FORGET

therapy
BY Deanna Ctoppa ’07
A&E Staff
Allow me to step onto my soapbox
for a moment, gentle readers. Magic 8Balls. Fortune cookies. Dr. Phil. What
do these three have in common? Well,
they can all be
MOVIE |
purchased on eBay.
FEATURE j
More importantly,
though, all three are
merciless dictators of our feelings. Well,
I am sick and tired of being told how to
feel! It’s time to put away the feeling
fascists and be the masters of our
emotional domains! In this new spirit, I
have prepared a list of movies available
to be watched based on your complex
and ever-changing moods. Good idea?
My Magic 8-Ball says it is.
For when you’re feeling:
Collegiate—Sometimes it helps to step
back and take a good look at your life.
Where are you now, and where are you
going? If the answer isn’t “on the road
to irresponsibility and to some place that
involves Frisbees and cheap pizza,” well
then I think it’s time to re-evaluate,
people! Here are some films that help us
remember what it’s all about:
Old School—I don’t really need to say
anything for this one.
National Lampoon’s Animal House—
The original Old School.
School Ties—All-star cast of boys at a
1950s prep school deal with racism,
football, and group showers. Brendan
Frasier and Matt Damon lead.
All I Wanna Do—Girls at a boarding
school strike to keep the boys out!
Nostalgic—Here are some films to take
you down memory lane, at least as far
back as the psychotherapist will allow.
No repression here, folks! Note: though
some of us may be too young to
appreciate the heady days of the 60s (or
80s for that matter), I feel these films
speak on a universal level to the inner

child of all of us.
The Sandlot—You’re killing me, Smalls,
if you haven’t seen this time-honored,
genius of a film about baseball, summer,
and one huge dog.
Ferris Bueller's Day Off—Matthew
Broderick at his finest.
Now and Then—A look back at simpler
times, when girls were girls and boys
were disgusting. Oh wait... Any John
Hughes movie, especially The Breakfast
Club.
Empire Records—-Remember the mid90s! You will now, you Gin Blossom
you. Excellent flick about working at a
record store and a quality soundtrack to
boot.
Homicidal—We’ve all had those days—
times in our lives when everything
around us has been spawned for the sole
purpose of irritating us. Well, put down
the hit-list and the AK-47, little Billy,
because this list will help you vent far
more efficiently than a killing spree.
Office Space-—TPS reports and faulty
fax machines abound in this tale of
cubicle mayhem.
The Shining—N.B. Shelley Duvall’s
character. Do you really blame Jack
Nicholson for going nuts?
Kill Bill (vol. I and II)—Sweet, sweet
revenge. And samurai swords!
The Lethal Weapon movies—Because
Mel Gibson says that “crime doesn’t pay,
kids,” especially when he’s after you
with an automatic weapon.
Mallrats—I only include this film
because of the inclusion of a dastardly
plot hatched against an equally dastardly
Ben Affleck.
Seven—Sometimes serial killers just
can’t deal with the stupidity of the human
race.
Falling in love—Imaginary hearts and
puppies not enough for you? Then here
are few films that help us to believe the
opposite sex might not be as stupid and/
or crazy as we thought.. .or they are but
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You can still lie on the
couch, but the only thing
you’ll have to pay for is a
Blockbuster card

we can deal with it because of:
Any Jane Austen movie, including but
not limited to: Emma—Dry wit and
romance in 19 th century England! Sense
and Sensibility—See above! Pride and
Prejudice—See above!
Love, Actually—This one really makes
you believe.
When Harry Met Sally—The only chick
flick I know that a guy will want to sit
through.
Sleepless in Seattle—This one will make
you start listening to radio talk shows.
So maybe I should have put it under
“Homicidal.”
Romeo and Juliet (the Baz Luhrman
version)—Enough said.
Falling out of love—Then you realize
that, no, they really are just stupid and
crazy.
Sleeping with the Enemy—Julia Roberts
is on the run from a truly psycho hubby.
Closer—Men are cowards. Even Jude
Law.
Chasing Amy—And Ben Affleck, too.
10 Things 1 Hate About You—Classic
teen film about the greed, stupidity and
ineptitude of the adolescent male.

Smugly Intelligent/Introspective/
Pensive—These are movies for the rare
situation in which we feel smarter/
deeper/more self-aware than the com
mon-folk and would like to manifest that
genius in our choice of film, which
inevitably turns out to be something
impossible to understand.
Donnie Darko—Don’t even ask.
Memento—Head-scratcher that actually
runs backwards.
Fight Club—This one will keep you
guessing until the end. Either that or
you’ll just be watching Brad Pitt, you
mindless lemming.
Eternal Sunshine ofthe Spotless Mind—
Jim Carrey has a full-functional brain
folks. I know, I was shocked, too.
Pass the Tissues—Yes, I think it’s about
time we got to the tear-jerkers. There’s

nothing more to say about these movies
then they are the perfect choice for the
odd masochistic mood swing. Here are
some favorite rip-your-beating-heartout-and-stomp-on-it flicks.
Steel Magnolias—I’m crying just
writing about it.
The Green Mile—Touching tale of a
wrongly accused murderer on death row.
Titanic—Yeah, I know. But they made
me.
Stepmom—Tear-jerker starring Susan
Sarandon as a cancer patient dealing with
a divorce.
Big Fish—A father-son type of flick that
will have you believing in tall tales again.
Adventurous—This particular list
works on many levels. There is
adventure in some shape or form in each
of these films: on the mean streets of
L.A., the back of a restaurant in Little
Italy or the Scottish highlands. You
decide which you’re in the mood for.
Swingers—Brilliant movie starring Jon
Favreau and Vince Vaughn as witless
partakers in the L.A. nightlife.
Made—see above and replace L.A.
nightlife with mob activities.
Braveheart—You’ll have to sit through
a long, long movie only to be
emotionally destroyed by the ending.
A Bronx Tale—Wait, Robert DeNiro is
the good guy?
77ie Huntfor Red October—First of the
Tom Clancy films, and the best.
The Usual Suspects—Who is Keyser
Soze? You’ll think you know. But you
don’t, believe me.
Goodfellas—Ray Liotta did right by
America here.
I’d like to end this compilation with
a note. This is nowhere near to being a
comprehensive list, but rather a list of
personal favorites awkwardly grouped
so as to make some semblance of sanity
that may or may not help you. Feel free
to add or delete as you see fit. That is
all.

Assault feels kind of good
Pat Egan ’05
Asst. A&E Editor
by

There’s a difference between a film
and a flick. Films are of a higher caliber
altogether. They’re more thoughtful,
more character-driven, and, ultimately,
of a better quality.
Flicks, on the other
SHORT
hand, tend to be
TAKE
relatively mindless
and straightforward. There’s nothing
complex about them, which isn’t always
a bad thing. Case in point, Assault on
Precinct 13, a remake of John
Carpenter’s 1976 B-movie of the same
name. In no way, shape, or form can
one rightfully call director Jean-Francois
Richet’s update a film. This is the very
definition, though, of what a good flick
is supposed to be. It’s fun, entertaining,
and even manages to throw in a few

surprises every now and then. If you’re
an action fan, it’s the kind of movie you
check out some dreary Saturday
afternoon when you’ve got nothing
better to do. It’ 11 pass the time, and that’s
about all you can ask from a movie like
this one.
Ethan Hawke is Sgt. Jake Roenick, a
former undercover cop now hiding
behind a desk in Detroit’s Precinct 13
after a drug bust gone horribly wrong.
It’s New Years Eve, and Roenick and two
other officers are packing up the soon to
be closed for good 13 when they receive
a call telling them they’re about to have
visitors. A group of prisoners, among
them the notorious Marion Bishop
(Laurence Fishburne), is brought over
and need to be housed for the night.
Things don’t go as smoothly as planned,
however, as a squad of rogue cops attack
the precinct, looking to kill any and all

who have come into contact with Bishop.
Now, cops and criminals must work
together if they want to get out of
Precinct 13 alive.
Hawke and Fishburne are both
quality actors, but neither of them are
given anything terribly interesting to do.
Hawke’s opening scene, in which he’s
undercover and acting all strung out, is
electric. The guy’s a real talented actor,
and scenes like this one show you why.
After that, though, he falls into generic
action hero mode. He plays the part well,
but it’s just nothing special. Same goes
with Fishburne. Bishop is one badass
dude, the kind of guy you do not want to
mess with. He’s cool, calm, and vicious.
Fishburne has done this kind of character
again and again, and by now I’m sure
that he can play it in his sleep. His
performance is still fun to watch, but,
like Hawke’s, nothing to write home

about.
Like I said, though, you’re not going
to see Assault on Precinct 13 for complex
characters or dramatic intensity. You’re
going because you want to see stuff
getting blown to pieces, and Assault does
not disappoint. The action scenes are
great—guns blazing, grenades being
tossed all over the place, and fires
burning down the precinct. And to its
credit, Assault still manages to catch us
off guard in the midst of its many, many
cliches. Characters we like actually die,
and characters we thought we liked do
the unexpected. You might see some of
it coming, but it’s fun nonetheless.
So that’s the story. Don’t go in with
high expectations, because you’ll likely
be disappointed. But if you’re just
looking for a good time at the movies,
give it a shot. Assault will get the job
done. GRADE: B-
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Urban Elements

Real homeboys
Caitlin Ford ’05
Commentary Editor

by

You may not be aware of it just
yet, but hip-hop is making a home
right here in New England
by

Movie

High Fidelity
Directed by Stephen Frears

Combine the heartbreaking, blunt,
slacker protagonist typical of John
Cusack with a kickass soundtrack
that includes Jack Black singing
“Let’s Get It On” and what do you
get? One of the best movies ever
made, that’s what. Plus, it asks
the question that has plagued our
generation: “What came first, the
music or the misery?"

Music

Matt Nathanson
Still Waiting for Spring
Universal

Book
The Confessions of Georgia
Nicolson
By Louise Rennison
These five books describe the hi
larious scenarios of teenage girl
hood like no book did when I was
actually experiencing those hilari
ous scenarios. I almost peed
laughing while I read them, and I
was already 20 years old. But with
titles like Angus, Thongs, and FullFrontal Snogging, and tons of fun
British slang, it's only to be ex
pected.

Mike Holland ’06
A&E Staff -

In hip-hop’s short history, a few urban
metropolises have been established as
the geographic mainstays of rap music
and culture. Names and styles resonate
and are revered in respect to where they
come from. Think about it, Dr. Dre and
the California style of rap, the late Biggie
Smalls, Jay-Z and Nas residing with
New York’s East Coast flavor. The Mid
West now boasts Kanye West in addition
to Common Sense and Twista, and the
dirty South has hip-hop giants like
Ludacris, Outkast, Nelly and the Cash
Money Millionares. Eminem put Detroit
on the map and the Roots made Philly
what it is. That leaves one huge question:
who represents New England?
While these names might not be well
known to the public at large, it’s
important for us as people residing in
Providence to know and understand what
our local taste of hip-hop is and how it
contributes to hip-hop as a whole. First,
let’s go up north about 45 minutes to a
place I like to call home, Boston.
j The most recognized hip-hop artist to
come out of Boston has to be Guru, from
Gangstarr. As a hip-hop pioneer and a
force pushing 15 years in the game, Guru
has solidified a status of continual
success and longevity. The perfect voice
to flow over D.J. Premier’s beats, Guru
has produced numerous flawless tracks
over the years. Although they reside in
New York now, they make a point to
collaborate with other New England
artists, including Krumbsnatcha, from
Lawrence, Mass. As a duo with
widespread appeal and respect, we are
fortunate to have Gangstarr as our local
source of hip-hop pride and glory.
A more unrecognizable name from
Boston is Mr. Lif, the mysterious and
radical rhyme spitter whose lyrics will
haunt you. Coming from the Definitive
Jux underground all-star team, Lif
represents Boston with intellect and
liberal radicalism, back-dropped by
some of the most original beats you can
find. His four studio released albums
all question the actions of the
government and even American culture
at large. In his album, / Phantom (2002),
Mr. Lif provides a sociological outlook
painted by 14 tracks from start to finish.
In the track “Home of the Brave,” from
Emergency Rations (2001), he boasts a
verse that mentions the 2000 election,
9/11, Anthrax and a number of other anti
Bush lyrics that might offend some, but
should be heard anyways because they
make you think. Although Lif gives a
grim outlook for the future, he
nevertheless presents awareness and
exercises listeners’ minds in ways they
probably have never been before.
Also from Boston is Insight, a true
hip-hop engineer. Coming from
Boston’s own Brick Records, Insight’s
deep lyrical mastery and profound sound
production merit immediate attention.
Not only does he D.J. and rhyme, he
produces all of his own music and fits in
all the fine-tuning. He has even
produced tracks for other artists,
including Mr. Lif. His newest release,
The Blast Radius (2004), sports
numerous tracks that display his musical
profundity, such as “Evolve” and “Time
Frame.” Expect Insight to perennially
release new material, as he remains
inseparable from the studio.
Another underground act from

Hip-hop hits home: Local
emcees Gangstarr (above) and
Mr. Lif (right) are among the
potential hip-hop superstars
who call New England home.
While certainly not as well
known as East Coast and West
Coast rappers, acts like
Gangstarr and Mr. Lif are
slowly putting New England
based hip-hop on the map.
Boston that can be taken less seriously
is 7L and Esoteric. As a duo that has
remained relatively ego-less, 7L and
Esoteric present something out of the
norm of the usual hip-hop scene. Each
giving their all, yet always splitting the
pie, these emcees even show their
selflessness by trading offlines in songs
like they were playing a lyrical game of
ping pong.
Not only does Boston supply emcees,
but even right in our back yard, a small
record label in Pawtucket shows
enormous potential. CNJ Records boasts
a number of different rappers and mixers
from the Bucket that could legitimately
put Rhode Island on the map. Swann
Notty, the label’s biggest name, has
opened for Talib Kweli here at Lupos,

and presents lyrical haymakers that flow
easy over soulful beats. On CNJ’s
mixtape, Night Time, Swann Notty spits
on nine tracks, including the single “4
steps,” all well worth checking out.
Other artists showing promise from CNJ
include Chachi and J. Depina.
Even if New York and California
boast bigger names than New England,
rest assured, we still have a legitimate
hip-hop base with many diverse and
insightful rappers and producers. You
should not feel jealous when Ja Rule
exhorts “I gotta hundred guns a hundred
clips, I’m from New York, New York,”
because New England has as much hip
hop skill and relevance as anyone else.
Plus our sports teams will mess anyone
up.

PC PEP RALLY

FRIDAY, 1/28
Come on down and get pumped up for PC HOOPS!

Rolling Rock and Green Light Promo

Free PC shirts to the 1st 75 people!
PC Cheerleader Raffle!

Man Down Performing LIVE!

Full Bar with proper ID
starting at 4:30pm

PEP RALLY STARTS AT 8pm!
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Leather and 15-pound balls
Chris Ackley '06 and Greg Hartwell ’07 taste the
town and take one lucky girl on the date of her life
by

Chris Ackley ’06 and Greg
Hartwell ’07
Gentleman callers

For the majority of first semester, the
Commentary section asked the
Providence College community to take
an active role in their student newspaper
and
name
its
DINING i political cartoon.
FEATURE
There was little
interest. To try and
entice potential contestants, The Cowl
offered a night out. a date, if you will,
with Greg Hartwell ’07, Asst.
Advertising Manager and Chris Ackley
’06 Asst. Commentary Editor. Interest
dropped significantly. Surprisingly
enough,
Dana
Karlsson
’06,
inadvertantly won the contest and the
date by mentioning the eventual name
of the cartoon “Too Hot for Words” in
an email proposing the old name of the
cartoon “Not so PC." The only other
submission contained neither verbs nor
consonants, and so in an attempt to
revitalize the lost art of dating (especially
dates with odd numbers of people), we
ran with it.
Greg and Chris arrived at Dana’s
front door at promptly 7:00 p.m. Since
this was a casual affair, shirts and ties,
blazers, and slacks were chosen rather
than finer eveningwear. Dressing for the
occasion, Greg sported a sky blue blazer,
a pair of silver-blue Brooks Brothers’
slacks, a tie of bright gold, sky and dark
blue Dacron polyester material, and the
jewel de resistance: a pair of snake skin
leather cowboy boots. After a thorough
yet friendly examination from Dana’s
roommates which included such
questions as “Who are you?” “What are
you doing here?” and “Is that blush?”
the lady of the evening emerged and they
departed.
The group hit the town in style—a
borrowed ’88 Nissan Sentra. This car is
perfect for dates, as it only opens from
the passenger side. This is known as
“gentleman style” because you always
look courteous opening the door for
others. Greg vtfas forced into the back,
which is known as “not spacious style”.
He shared this small space with books,
two road-side emergency kits and over
50 coat hangers. Luckily Greg competed
on the Andover gymnastics team in high
school and can comfortably put both legs
behind his head. After a short drive they
arrived at Julian’s restaurant.
Julian’s is located at 318 Broadway
in the West End of Providence. On a
Thursday night the mood was mellow.
The main dining area is sparsely lit,
white Christmas lights wrap around a
large heating vent, making the otherwise

She Will be Loved-. Chris Ackley ’06 and Greg Hartwell ’07 give the very
lucky Dana Karlsson ’06 a little sandwich action. Needless to say, it
was a good night.
awkward obstruction look well placed. figurines, they all piled back into the
Mismatched tables and chairs, a fake Sentra and were off for what proved to
wood-stove in the bathroom, and an be a disappointing venture.
Regardless of their intentions, no date
extensive collection of vintage Star IVar.v
action figures all add to the shabby chic is without its flaws, and this was no
exception. It was not until their arrival
ambiance.
Julian’s has an eclectic and original at United Skates of America that they
menu that could most easily be classified discovered the 14 years of age limit for
as American cuisine; however, there is roller skating participants. They were
truly something for everyone. crushed. Despite a valid attempt at entry,
Appetizers range from bowl o’ fries to the manager came over due to the stream
orange cilantro rice to linguine with of cusses heard spewing from Chris’s
pomodoro (I believe the Portuguese and Greg’s mouths while in the presence
word for “food”). The menu at Julian’s of a 10-year-old’s birthday party, and
is constantly changing, often on a weekly refused to let them in because “You guys
basis. Chefs are given plenty of creative look like a bunch of pedophiles”.
Being within minutes of East
freedom as they are expected to create
their own meal depending on the Providence Lanes located at 80 Newport
ingredients available that week. Entrees Ave. in Rumford, RI, they piled back
included roasted turkey breast with into the Sentra and arrived at the Valhalla
banana walnut rum sauce, green beans for Bowlers. It seemed as if this modern
and sweet potatoes to fried tofu pumpkin day bowling arena was a near duplicate
blankets with seared spinach and for the coveted destination of all
cranberry jam. Specials were posted and, Norwegian warriors.
With 60 lanes, seven pool tables,
like the menu, change frequently.
Throughout the night, both the host multiple arcade games, vending
and server were friendly and attentive. machines as far as the eye can see, and a
Chris and Greg immediately broke down built in full-size bar with sporting events
the awkward staff/customer wall by on a few televisions, this is a home away
obnoxiously telling everyone “She won from home. It even has a diner which
this date from a newspaper! She named has its own specific menus for breakfast,
a political cartoon.” In response, they lunch, and dinner.
It is for these reasons that East
were told it was “their night” and were
allowed to sit at any table they wanted.
Providence Lanes is a modern day
Julian’s is moderately priced, with Valhalla. As one scours the crowd of
most entrees in the mid teens. The one weathered bowlers, one is struck with
beef item on the menu was in the mid the awe of their stoic nature, even in the
twenties. Thanks Greg. Try checking face of a 7-10 split. It is there in those
out the specials which were even cheaper lanes that warriors thrive, survive, and
than the menu items.
fall to the roar of thunder that only the
After the meal and group venture to gods of the lanes can call forth.
the bathroom to inspect the actual
Once the initial impression of the
authenticity of all 50 some-odd Star Wars alley passed over, we ventured up to the

main desk where Chris and Greg rented
a lane for their date at the moderate price
of $ 18 for one hour and three pairs of
bright neon orange, yellow, and fuchsia
bowling shoes.
The date was progressing smoothly,
yet Greg wanted to win Dana over with
his talent so he challenged Chris to a
battle royale. In the tradition of Mad Max
Beyond Thunderdome, they turned their
lane into an arena of death where “two
men enter, one man leave” and the
winner would leave with the lovely hand
of Dana.
After a slow start by all participating
parties, they started getting into their
own little grooves. It was a fierce battle
between Chris and Greg, but Greg
slowly started to pull away. Dana, no
matter how many turns she took,
continuously released the ball six feet
before the start of the lane. Regardless,
she also started to pull away from Chris’s
score.
After the hour was up, the results
were in. Needless to say, Chris was left
in the gutter as Dana and Greg were
given approval from their on-looking
tattooed, sleeveless-shirted and
unshaven colleagues.
As their modern day chariot
approached Providence College, one
could see the mood shift from sublime
bliss to a bit of disappointment. Like all
forms of euphoria, Chris and Greg
realized that the happiness of being in
the presence of Dana could not last, and
as they pulled up to her Bedford
apartment, Chris and Greg caught each
others’ eyes for but a moment and
realized their fateful night was over.
As they exited the car, a myriad of
memories from the night came to mind.
All of the events fading into the past and
being lost forever, but as Chris allowed
Greg to crawl out of his side of the car
they knew what they had to do.
After squiring the lovely Dana
Karlsson to her door, she thanked the
gentlemen callers for the evening and
they cordially replied in unison that “The
pleasure was all ours.” As they stood
outside Dana’s door in that awkward
moment that follows every goodbye
ending a date, most ponder what move
to make next. Lesser men would hesitate
in their situation, but Chris and Greg
aren’t those lesser men, and they did
what they had to do. They moved in
together to get their goodnight kiss, and
it was splendid. Upon contact, the
heavens opened up and a choir of angels
sang on high. It was the perfect end to a
perfect evening, and now Chris and Greg
can go back to oggling the ladies of the
Victoria’s Secret catalog.

GRADE: A+
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Open your eyes
Bright Eyes releases two new albums, I’m Wide Awake, It’s Morning
and Digital Ash in a Digital Um, without spreading himself too thin
by

Brian Wall ’05
A&E Staff

Omaha, Nebraska is not a likely
hotbed for music. However, the rise of
Omaha’s Saddle Creek Records brought
critical acclaim to several heartland
. bands. The most
ALBUM
notable (and most
REVIEW i successful) is Bright
Eyes, the musical
project from singer-songwriter Conor
Oberst. His fans praise the raw emotion
and intensity in his songs while critics
cite “youthful excitement” as a
euphemism for his artistic shortcomings.
This is the paradox behind Oberst—
when he excels his songs feature brilliant
lyrics over precise instrumental textures
that earn comparisons with great
songwriters like Dylan or Springsteen.
When Oberst falls short he sounds like
Dashboard Confessional—a young punk
screaming and whining while clumsily
playing an acoustic guitar. These two
sides make it hard to pass judgment on
Oberst, so when I heard that he planned
to release two separate albums at the
same time I was skeptical.
The experimentally inclined Digital
Ash in a Digital Urn is Oberst’s
“electronic” album. “Eclectic” is a better
label; the songs with electronic
programming (adeptly handled by long
time collaborator/producer Mike Mogis)
and keyboards evoke the Postal Service’s
wildly successful debut, Give Up, more
than a trance record. “Arc of Time,” the
best produced track on the disc, begins
with a short percussion loop as layers of
acoustic guitar, keyboard, and handclaps
gradually amass behind Oberst’s sugary
melody. Unlike the rest of the Bright
Eyes catalogue, the emphasis is not on
the lyrics but rather on the rhythm and

Look at me, I’m a thoughtful singer-songwriter: With I’m Wide Awake, It’s
Morning and Digital Ash in a Digital Urn, Oberst flexes his musical muscles.
melody. Oberst surprisingly excels in
this role outside of his comfort zone and
sounds playful and confident singing
over the busy instrumental track.
While “Arc of Time” bursts with
energy, many of the other early tracks
sound claustrophobic. In “Down in a
Rabbit Hole,” the shadowy drums and
minor key string section surround
Oberst’s dark lyrics in a way that an
acoustic guitar cannot. Much is made
of the “experimental” nature of Digital
Ash, but most of the tracks aren’t huge
departures for Oberst. The first single
“Take it Easy (Love Nothing),” bases
itself on an electric guitar riff that the
Postal Service’s Jimmy Tamborello
surrounds with keyboard and electronic
blips. These ornamentations work well
at certain points but crowd the
arrangements at others. Some of the
album’s best songs, such as “Light
Pollution” or the excellent closer “Easy/
Lucky/Free," aren’t as overloaded with

effects and therefore aren't as weighted
down.
If Digital Ash in a Digital Um is an
intentional attempt by Oberst and friends
to move out of his comfort zone, I’m
Wide Awake, It’s Morning finds him
firmly planted in an aesthetic he’s
comfortable with. The opening track “At
the Bottom of Everything” finds Oberst
behind his acoustic guitar while
accompanied by Jim James from the altcountry band My Morning Jacket.
Oberst dabbles in numerous styles
including folk and country, but
ultimately creates songs that are uniquely
his own. Unlike the often-overloaded
arrangements on Digital Ash, Oberst and
Mogis carefully construct each track on
I'm Wide Awake, utilizing certain sounds
where necessary.
Lyrically I’m Wide Awake, It’s
Morning is far superior to Digital Ash.
Several of the songs are about Oberst’s
recent relocation from the Midwest to

New York City. His move to the Village
coincides with a significant maturation
in content. The teen angst of his previous
work gives way to a more mature
exploration of his own feelings and
desires. “I don’t know where I am, /1
don’t know where I’ve been, / But I
know where I want to go,” he delicately
sings over the warm “First Day of My
Life.” Unlike Digital Ash, Oberst’s voice
rings with his shaky vibrato and
occasional cracks that make him unique.
The gorgeous “Train Under Water” shifts
between hushed vocals and shouted
intensity as the track rises and falls
underneath his emotional waves.
Digital Ash in a Digital Urn is
commendable; it is respectable for
Oberst to put himself in such a different
environment and make an album as
strong as he did. However, I’m Wide
Awake, It’s Morning is Oberst’s most
impressive
artistic
statement.
Everything about I’m Wide Awake, It’s
Morning suggests a maturity beyond
Oberst’s 24 years of age. The songs
display a wide array of tools at Oberst’s
control. On the closing “Road to Joy,”
he combines organ, drums, and a
borrowed melody from Beethoven’s
Ninth Symphony (as the title suggests)
into a steadily climaxing burst of
emotion. I’m Wide Awake, It’s Morning
captures Oberst playing his expertly
crafted songs with masterful emotional
expression. Even if he’s not the next
Dylan or Elliott Smith (a far more
compelling comparison in my opinion),
he’s beginning to solidify his own
musical identity. Besides, who wants to
be the next IJob Dylan when you can be
this great on your own accord?

GRADHS:Digital Ash in a Digital Urn:
B+, I’m Wide Awake, It’s Morning: A

Man’s best friend
Trinity Rep’s latest production, Topdog/Underdog, is doggone great
by Anna

Kukowski ’06

A&E Staff

Booze, gambling, profanity, emotion,
symbolism—they’re all flying around at
high speeds in Trinity Repertory
Theater’s most recent production,
Topdog/ Underdog.
The world
THEATER
Suzan-Lori Parks
REVIEW
pens in Topdog/
Underdog is a world that’s quite different
from what some of us might be used to.
Here’s a world where Friday to Friday
matters—the paychecks, the emotions,
the very being of the characters can
change from day to day. It’s a world
where legends live on, where the past
haunts, and where the future is clearly
unpredictable.
Topdog/ Underdog is the story of two
brothers who live in a small, dingy studio
apartment back in the days of “pre
Giuliani” New York City. Day to day
life is a constant struggle with issues of
race, of money, and problems with each
other. Kent Gash directs this 2002
Pulitzer Prize winning script. Joe Wilson
Jr. takes on the role of Lincoln, the calm
and collected older sibling. Wilson,
despite his African American heritage,
dresses up as an Abe Lincoln
impersonator every day for his full time
job—tough money. Booth, played by
Kes Khemnu, is the timid younger
sibling who owns the small studio
apartment, but looks up to Wilson for
money, direction, and stability in life.

The brothers discuss their parents
who left long ago, their troubled past
relationships with women, and how to
put food on the table. And the brothers
constantly play “3-card,” delving into the
hope of easy, quick money. Parks takes
this gambling theme and ponders its
eerie, mysterious questions. It’s a theme
throughout the entire play.
Wilson is impressive as ever in his
characterization of Lincoln. All knowing
and stately, Wilson begins to ease the
tension of the storyline’s Conflicts with
his sure-fire nature. His character is
solid: his rational nature brings in money
to the brothers and it helps the stretch
until the next Friday go a little easier.
Wilson introduces cards and gambling
into the play in the beginning; the lights
darken and he begins to shuffle through
the cards with a mesmerizing tone. His
rhythmic, mature voice captivates the
audience.
Khemnu plays a great Booth. Unlike
Wilson’s short and commanding nature,
Khemnu’s big, teddy-bear figure and
timid, tentative statements intrigue the
audience. He garners laughs and gathers
sympathy. His telling of the boys’ past
is distinctly his—offering an interesting
insight into their past and their present
situations. He does a great job of subtly
foreshadowing events of the future.
One of the more fascinating aspects
of the play is how these actors flip-flop
roles every performance—Wilson and
Khemnu swap between the roles of
Lincoln and Booth each time. Each

Who let the dogs out?: Joe Wilson (above) stars in the entertaining Topdog/
Underdog, the latest production from the reputable Trinity Rep.
character is so perfected and unique that
it is difficult to picture the cast any other
way. Friday night we were able to see
the Diamond Cast, but other nights
feature its opposite—the Clubs Cast. It
is an interesting test of talent and it offers
a new, exciting spin on the production.
Trinity’s sets are once again unique
and intriguing. Set designer Eugene Lee
has enclosed the small, square stage
within caging. The floor is cold and
grated, and the walls and ceiling are
entirely enclosed by wire casing. The
bleak room is garnished with a shoddy
patchwork quilt and a drab leather
recliner. When the characters are dealing
their cards, the shaky plastic stand is the
center of attention. And a glowing
portrait of Lincoln is one of the only wall
decorations. All the action of the play is
in this enclosed, suppressed room.
The lighting, designed by Liz Lee, is

also very notable this time around.
Lights focus upon the characters during
monologues, illuminating their
silhouettes upon the backdrop.
Be careful, however, because it
doesn’t maintain its oomph throughout
the entire play. The monologues are
fascinating, but the dialogues can be
cumbersome. The themes and the
language are mature. It’s a play with a
surprise ending—but here and there its
path gets rocky.
These are not easy, familiar issues—
but they are pertinent and crucial in
today’s world. The two characters are
well cast and solid. Topdog/ Underdog
is a look into issues that are ever-present
in our world today, but yet unfamiliar—
at least to me. So why not grab an
opportunity to delve into the unfamiliar
while we can.

GRADE: B+
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When reality comes a-knockin ’
by

Christine Bagley ’06
Portfolio Editor

I lay snugly in my bed, under
three layers of blankets and my
great-grandmother’s quilt. My
mouth hung open, and my
breaths were deep
SHORT and even. The
STORY quilt was pulled up
tight over my ears,
while the frigid air encircled my
face.
I was in the perfect position,
comfortable under the blankets,
so I took a vote and un
animously decided not to get up
and turn up the heat—I just
pulled the covers over the top
of my head a little further and
snuggled under the layers a little
more. Opening my right eye, I
squinted to see the digital neon
numbers of the clock display
2:33. Ugh. So late.
As I squeezed my right eye
shut and tried to fall back to
sleep, I heard a faint knock from
the other side of the wall. Both
of my eyes flew open and I
Hipped my head over towards
the wall. My eight-year-old
brother and I had a code; if
either of us were ever afraid,
we’d tap the wall several times
and wake the other up.
I tried to close my eyes again
and hoped the knock was my cat
bumping her tail into the wall.
Just then, the faint rap came in
a pattern of four, and I was to
respond with the same four taps.
I let out a sigh, knocked four

times, and peeled the layers off
me. I tiptoed towards Tim’s
room, so as to not awaken our
sister who lay as peaceful as an
angel in the bed across the room
from me. I crossed the floor of
our bedroom and made my way
to the door without my glasses
on, in the darkness and
blurriness. As soon as I opened
the door to our room, Tim stood
in the doorway in his truck
pajamas.
“Hey, what’s the matter
Tim? Are you okay?” I asked
as any big sister would.
“Tessa, I am scared. Can I
have a hug?” asked a wee voice
from beneath the flannel
pajamas.
“Sure, let’s go talk in the
living room by the fireplace," I
offered with a hug. I took his
small hand and we marched to
the living room.
“Why are you so scared?
Why are you up this late?” I
fired questions at the child.
“Tessa, I heard Mom come
in a little while ago, and she was
laughing with some man. He
wasn’t Dad. Did you hear them
come in?”
1 had heard them come in,
loud and tipsy after a night at
the casino. In fact, I had heard
her come in many times late at
night with strange men while
Dad was away on trips as a truck
driver to exotic places like
Rockford, Illinois, or Flint,
Michigan. She had been having
affairs for months now,
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assuming her three children had
no clue about her late night
rendezvous with Lou or Charlie
or whoever she dragged home
from the blackjack table. They
would saunter into the house,
giggling and whispering in rasp
voices.

“Yeah, Tim, I heard them.
Can we go back to sleep?”
Tim looked down at his truck
pajamas. He glanced back up
at me with a teary stare, “I miss
Dad. What’s going to happen
to us, Tessie, what?”
“I don’t know, Tim. Let’s go

back to bed.” I bit my lip to hold
in the tears, trying to be brave
for Tim and Elie, who was still
asleep in bed.
“Can I come sleep with you,
Tessie. I love you.”
I managed a smile, despite
the chilly air and the even colder
situation.
“Sure, c’mon.
Timmy, I will always be there
for you and Elie. I love you
guys.”
I reached for his tiny hand
and he enclosed his fingers
around mine and we walked
back to my room. As we
entered the doorway, Elie sat
and waved from the edge of her
bed with an even tinier hand
than Tim’s. Her knees were
pulled up to her chin, and she
hugged herself to keep warm. I
could see she had heard us
talking and knew from the look
on her face that she couldn't
sleep either.
“Can I sleep with you, too?”
I nodded and took her small
hand into mine, and we crossed
the rug to my bed.
We heard the last few giggles
from the master bedroom at the
end of the hall, as the three of
us climbed into my bed. I
tucked my brother on one side
of me and Elie on the other side
of me. We tried to fall asleep to
dream about our dad sitting in
the driver’s seat of his blue truck
driving to some new exotic
place, oblivious about his wife
in his bed at the end of the hall
with her newest fling.

Dueling dragon clouds in the August air
by

Mega-n Bishop ’07

Asst. Portfolio Editor

Warm rays of late summer sun shine
through the car window at my right. The
light reflects off the metallic Nutri-Grain
bar wrapper in the center console of the
car. It forces me to squint,
SHORT turn my head, and glance
STORY over t0 (he driver—one of
my favorite friends, Josie.
She is driving with both hands on the
wheel and mouthing the words of a
Beatles song. I know she is smelling the
sweet August air and dreaming of the
Fall.
As we turn down a side road, the
speckled reflection of the wrapper
flickers across the interior of the car and
into my eyes. Josie reaches the chorus
of the song, her lip-syncing giving way
to a less than soft whisper.
With Josie’s mind focused on the
lyrics, I glare at the wrapper, which is
now hugging the shifter. I grab it and toss
it defiantly into the backseat, but the

summer air takes the wrapper into its
grip. It tumbles and spins before finding
its way out of the open car window. Josie
doesn’t notice, and I fail to reveal that I
just littered and could possibly be fined
that infamous 250 dollars. I hide a guilty
smirk and look out the car window into
the blue and white-dappled sky.
Today the cloud formations look like
dragons. Some of the dragon clouds
seem to scowl down at me, mean and
ferocious, as they blow large puffs of
smoke to the other fluffy dragons that
spot the afternoon sky. Some days, but
not today, the dragon clouds look more
like cartoons, dancing around in the blue
background of their existence, putting on
a show for the people below.
As the car speeds down route 17, I
wonder if Josie sees the dragons too, and
whether or not she thinks they look like
dancers or fire blowers. But as I glance
across the car, and she stares into the
endless summer road before her, I know
that she thinks the same thing. And
somehow I know today will turn out
perfectly.
Good days sneak up on you, and can
be influenced by the slightest of things:
getting an A on that exam you thought
you failed, finding 20 dollars in your coat
pocket from last winter, or realizing that
it’s appetizer night in Raymond
Cafeteria. Good days can be everyday if
you live in the right state of mind. But,
perfect days...well perfect days
blindside you without any warning. And
often, you don’t realize their perfection
until they have passed.
This day started out as less-thanperfect. After cancelled plans and angry
phone calls, the foursome that once had
planned to spend their last few days of

summer together had shriveled down to
two girls, driving down an empty back
road singing ‘Hey Jude’ and wondering
what the next few weeks would bring.
“So where are we going exactly?”
Josie asked, as we drove further and
further.
I pretended not to hear, because I had
no idea. As I looked out the window I
saw mountains, farm land and little else.
I worried that the more we drove, the
more our options evaporated into the
summer heat.
“Oh! What about that?” Josie shouted
as we paused at a stoplight. She pointed
to a sign on the side of the road, “Uncle
Ben’s Craft Fair: This weekend only!”
If Josie and I were to plan our perfect
day, it would include some time at a craft
fair. We both knew that, and secretly
thanked our luck as we turned down the
side country road.
The car followed flimsy signs with
large purple arrows pointing us in the
right direction. Each sign posed a smiling
cartoon child holding a pumpkin under
each arm. I wondered what pumpkins
had to do with our hidden craft fair, but
the quasi-enthusiasm omitted by the
signs was incentive enough to keep
driving.
Two hours later Josie and I had
strolled amongst booths filled with
organic honey, beaded necklaces,
treasures from the African Coast and
much more. After an exhausting
shopping excursion, we sat enjoying a
light lunch in the shade of tall pine trees.
The craft fair itself was set in the
enormous backyard of a mansion that
had been used as a summer home by a
late, great businessman before my
parents were born. The scenery that

surrounded us was remarkable. Tall
trees, dancing butterflies, smiling faces
and even the lofty sounds of jazz filled
the air. The day had turned out perfectly.
I closed my eyes and breathed deeply,
trying to embed this day into my
memory. But Josie’s cell phone rang
over the soft music, polluting the
moment.
“Hello? Oh, yah...we’re at a craft
fair...I know...Ha Ha. I bet you wish
you were here! I got this really great
necklace...”
I smiled to myself. On the other end
of that phone line was one of our friends
who had given up on this day before it
had even begun. As Josie’s conversation
faded into the background, I smelled the
sweet August air and looked up into the
sky.
The clouds were different than they
had been before, now resembling
smiling cartoon-like dragons and, in a
way, mirroring the day that was
unfolding before me. It had begun
ferocious and unforgiving, but with a
slight change in wind, the day (and the
clouds) became fluffier, happier, and
perfect in all other extremes.
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Desperate times, substitute measures
by Jennifer Skala

’05

Managing Editor

As I gave myself the final once-over
in my rearview mirror, I wondered again
why I was here. I wasn’t asking why was
I here as in here on planet Earth—I
shopt wasn't
having an
otodv existential crisis or
STORY anything like that—but
rather why was I here at
my alma mater, Chestnut Heights Public
High School.
Then I answered my own question
and reminded myself that I was
desperate. I had little money, no job, no
insurance, and was living with my
parents. The combined factors led to the
inevitable: applying to be a substitute
teacher at my old high school.
This was the last thing I had planned
on when I graduated from college back
in May, but when I didn’t get into any
graduate programs for Museum Studies
and moved back to my small hometown
that lacked any art galleries, there wasn’t
much else to be done with a degree in
Art History. I convinced myself that
subbing wouldn’t be that bad and at least
I wasn’t going into foreign territory—I
had known everyone at Chestnut
Heights back in the day. How much
could things have changed?
I walked up to the main entrance I

had known so well five years ago and
heard my father’s voice echoing in my
head; “Suck it up and teach at Chestnut
Heights, Elizabeth. What else are you
going to do here—tell people about the
history of the paint on their houses?”
Oh, Dad, he had always been so
supportive of my pursuit of an Art
History degree, and he never pressured
me to go into Business Studies. My
mom had urged me to sub because they
had a health care plan for substitutes,
and she was worried that I would break
a bone while I didn’t have insurance.
Broken bones were something to be
concerned about as I checked out some
of Chestnut Heights’ finest. The kids
looked to be at least three years older
than me and about a foot taller than the
teenagers of my day. Two guys wearing
puffy down jackets glared at me from
their corner of the hallway—I must have
had “substitute” written all over me. I
knew right away that those punks were
hoping I would be their substitute so
they could finagle bathroom passes
from me and play the typical “fool-thesub” tricks on me. But that wasn’t
happening today, I reassured myself. It
wasn’t long ago that I was trying to fool
the sub, and I was not going to let these
teenyboppers intimidate me.
I strode into the main office full of
confidence—which was immediately

lost when I realized there no longer were
any familiar faces in the office. What had
happened to all those sweet secretaries
that had loved me when I was captain of
the basketball team and senior class prom
queen? I was counting on them to
recognize me, shower me with affection,
and be only a loudspeaker page away
when I needed to send someone to the
principal’s office.
“Can I help you?” My shock was
interrupted by a woman whose nametag
claimed she was the office receptionist,
but in my mind, that position would
always be filled by the kind Mrs. Modley.
“Yes, I’m here to sub.” I forced a smile
at this “Mrs. Redding” character. “My
name is Elizabeth Foley.”
“Ah yes, I see you here on the list.
You’re in for Mr. Clancy; he’s a freshmen
math teacher. You’re in room 127, Liz,”
she said as she handed me a folder of
lesson plans.
“Thanks,” I muttered without bothering
to tell her that I hated the name Liz and
my name was Beth. Why should I? I didn’t
care about this pseudo-receptionist—Mrs.
Modley knew that my nickname was
Beth, not Liz.
I made my way to room 127
discouraged and downtrodden. I didn’t
want to be here, but I had at least tried to
find solace in the fact that it was my old
high school and things would be the

Poetry Corner
The Suburban
Art of Losing
by Caitlin

Fahey ’05

Portfolio Staff

From Behind
the Bar

Murphy ’06

The art of losing isn’t hard to master,
so many things seem filled with the intent. *
Losing has become so easy and common
we are now racing to see
who can lose it all faster
and who can lose more.
It has become a suburban trend.

We want to live and die simultaneously,
and our screams fill the night, your knuckles
are beaded, and we are ail smiling.
We are trying to lose it all so quickly
because we cannot handle
wanting it all so much.

Sonnet
by Chris

Portfolio Staff

We pile into the second new Mercedes
your Daddy has bought you—
he owns the pool hall across town.
We are screaming in the backseat,
sliding across leather,
the seatbelts slapping our backs.
The windows are down and we are
climbing towards 100 on the Ocean Parkway.
The breeze here is cooler.
and we have escaped suburbia.
The sky is clear with stars.
We are telling you to drive faster
then slow down, all of us
are out of our minds, but we wouldn’t be here
if we hadn’t lost that sane middle ground
in the purgatory they call middle class.

same—but they weren’t! Time had
moved on without me, and Chestnut
Heights had changed; now I was just
another sub that kids would try to take
advantage of and ask to go to see the
nurse for their hangnail or paper cut.
I took a deep breath as I opened the
door to Mr. Clancy’s classroom—
another new name at Chestnut Heights—
and I walked into a room full of babies!
Well, not literally babies, but 14 and 15year-olds that looked like they just
learned how to tie their shoelaces. I felt
my confidence slowly return as I
remembered what it was like to be 15.
When I was that age, we always tried to
harass the sub, but sometimes we gave
her a break if she was young, if she was
the “cool sub.”
I was young; I was cool. 1 would let
the kids call me by my first name and I
would earn their respect and the title of
“the cool sub.” I smiled and walked to
the front of the classroom, where the
magic would happen. I could definitely
do this.
“Hey guys, Mr. Clancy is out today
and I’m your sub. You can call me
Beth—”
“Excuse me,” I was interrupted by a
pip-squeak in the back row. “Can I have
a pass to the nurse? My pencil tip broke
on my finger, and now I think I have lead
poisoning...”

by

Christine Hickey ’05
Portfolio Staff

Shower not much for me when we are wed
Then you shall know the truly honest smell
Give warning to the neighbor that I do spread
From this clean town, dark scents is he to repel:
Yea, if you smell this love, tell me not
The nose that smelt it; for I smell you so,
That I from your sweet feet know a spot
Of sultry soil so well I seem to grow.
Know, if, I stink, you rot upon this verse
When I with lover’s dirt am crusted o’er.
Carry for me still, the clothes of our hearse
And with sorrow’s stench remain in cover;
If Yorick’s skull I do see below the Earth
Share with him I will our lively stench of mirth.

You can never tell these days.
They walk in here, loosen their neckties,
give shifty glances around the room.
Tanqueray and Tonic, they say
as they peel twenties from their gold clips.
Long Day. Yeah, long week.
But not long enough
To go home to the wife.
She can wait;
He’s got steam to blow off.
Soon, one empty bottle turns into four,
and the first button comes undone
as he notices that blonde that is too young to be in here.
He slides over, commenting on the lipstick
that matches her devil red dress.
The music becomes too loud
For any meaningful conversation,
And too loud to hear his wife calling to tell him the good news.

* Lines from Elizabeth Bishop's 'The Art of Losing’

Tears
by Ashley

Laferriere *06

Asst. Portfolio Editor

Sensation
At the back of the throat.
A choking down of
Truth.
Feathered truth.
Tattered truth.
Burning,
Truth.
This is what changes us,
What breaks,
Into a thousand shining lights—
Silver orbs
Cool as a blade’s edge.
Illuminating
The sparkling sadness.
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Portrait of a young writer
by

Kristina Reardon ’08
Portfolio Staff

I’ve always wanted to be a
writer. That being said, I
decided at a very young age that
I needed to live the writer’s life.
At age seven I
began carrying
ESSAY around a note
book. At age 13 I
actually began writing coherent
stories.
By the time high school
came around, I was an expert at
writing the first five pages of the
next great American novel and
then laying it to rest. My
approach did not seem to be
working.
I began to examine the lives
of great writers, past and
present. This led me to one
person: J.K. Rowling. Yes, I’m
sure you have all heard the story
about how she began her great
Harry Potter epics. She, a
struggling writer, began
penciling the first lines of Harry
Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone
on a napkin. I had found the
missing piece. I needed to be
struggling. And I needed
napkins.
And the one place I could
find the two of these things
together? At a restaurant!
Halfway through my senior
year of high school, my best
friend, a hostess at a popular
restaurant chain, put in a good
word for me to her boss. By the
end of February, I was hired. If
this story had a happy ending, I
would tell you I have done
nothing to get me fired and it
has all been bliss. Not quite.
First let me tell you that all
my illusions of being a
struggling waitress/author were

CAITLIN BROWN '06/The Cowl

shattered quite quickly. Unless
you’ve worked in one of those
delightful food-serving estab
lishments for a period of your
life, there is virtually no way to
convey the experience in words.
The best way to do so would be
with a quick summary of this
past Saturday in which I worked
a double shift (12 hours)
without a break.
A one sentence summary
would begin as follows: I went
to work, served more meals than
most of us will eat in our
lifetimes, got some tips, and
spilled hot coffee over a vital
and strategically placed

computer terminal, destroying it
forever. At the end of the night
the only thing left from my
beautiful illusions were the
napkins—and just enough of
those to mop up the rivers of
coffee streaming down the
carpel.
You see, what you do not
count on when you get yourself
into a situation like this are the
people. The clients. The
customers. The ones who make
your life miserable. Strike one
came with the man who
changed his drink order three
times, each time conveniently
just as I was walking over to get

them, freshly prepared, from the
bar. Strike two came with the
whining of another guest who
complained that I was paying
more attention to another table
in my section. In which case, I
piled up two tables worth of
drinks on a tray, including the
notorious coffee, to deliver at
the same time and we all know
what happened when I
attempted to balance the tray.
Strike three, though, was the
best.
“I just wanted to let you
know,” a customer told me,
“that I always give a 20 percent
tip. But today you’re getting

15.”
Honestly, what do you say to
that?
“Well, that is still a generous
tip, and thank you,” I said.
“What can I do to make your
visit better next time?”
Sounded safe enough to
me—not ungrateful, but still
kind of wondering what I did to
the woman to offend her by five
percent.
“Well!” she began in a
menacing tone, “You could start
by actually telling people that
the sizzling chicken skillet is
hot!”
What? I could not fathom
that it would be anything else.
Sizzling. What else could the
word imply?
“My kids told me it was hot,
but I didn’t believe them. It
looked like plastic. So I touched
it. And I got burned! See?” she
yelled, holding up her index
finger, a pink spot at the tip.
The skillet comes on a wood
platform with a straw placemat
underneath it. The chicken is
actually sizzling like a frying
pan. The menu clearly explains
the concept. Why would you
even use a skillet, not a plate,
unless it was going to be
sizzling and hot?
Strike three. The night was
over not long after that. Which
left me driving home with one
thought in my mind: why did I
ever get myself involved with
this job? Oh, yes... the writing.
Well, I was struggling all right,
albeit not in the way I had
originally planned. But it was
all worthwhile, as I looked at
my tip money and realized I
could retire for a while—a
hundred bucks can buy a lot of
napkins.

History speaks
to us in silence
by

Stephan Delbos ’05
Portfolio Staff

“Arbeit Macht Frei,” it says, above
the gates leading into the concentration
camp at Auschwitz, Poland. It is a
German phrase meaning “Work makes
you free.” Through
i history’s looking glass, we
see the painful irony of that
statement: most of the
people who were marched through these
gates never made it out alive. In fact most
of them didn’t even leave dead; their
bodies were burned until there was
nothing left.
Human life was reduced to nothing;
no proof of existence, save for an empty
bed, soon to be filled by another
nameless drone, identifiable from the
thousands of others who passed beneath
these gates only by a number tattooed in
thick blue ink on his forearm.
To walk through the gates is to feel
the horrors of the past bearing down
upon you. They are silent now, but their
silence only adds to their gravity. The
weight of human suffering caves your
chest and rises into your throat clenching
it shut until you can’t speak at all—but
only bear witness. This weight is part of
the sorrow present at Auschwitz unable
to be dispersed.
Everyone who visits must leave with
his share. It will be many, many years
before the concentration of pain and
sorrow found there will be dispersed
more evenly throughout the world.
The camp is surrounded by the lush

green trees and rolling hills of the Polish
landscape. It seems blasphemous for a
place of so much horror to be surrounded
by so much beauty. But what seemed to
me even more blasphemous were the
groups ol people having their pictures
taken in front of the giant black ovens,
where human beings known as Nazis
burned the bodies of human beings
known as Jews.

Courtesy of RUDYFOTO.COM

At Auschwitz, the air itself is a burial
ground. I could not fathom how people
found the audacity to pose and smile
there, for posterity’s sake.
History books cannot adequately
convey the horrific nature of the
Holocaust. The book of Corinthians says,
“The letter kills and the Spirit gives life.”

Auschwitz is full of spirits, waiting to
impart their presence and their story onto
anyone who is there to listen.
Any historical account of Auschwitz
and the horrors suffered there falls
drastically short of conveying the
immensity, the depth, and the breadth of
all that happened there, not to mention
the utter lack of humanity it must have
taken to be responsible for those events.
Death tolls are only numbers, but the
physical presence of the instruments of
torture and death take the Holocaust out
of history and place it shockingly,
undeniably, into the present.
A gray sky loomed over the camp,
wrapping it in a cold embrace. It had

begun to rain lightly as I walked from
building to building with my hands
clasped behind my back. I felt cold, I felt
numb, I felt like 1 wanted to turn and
leave, to deny everything that I had seen
there. But my eyes were held open and
my steps compelled me, an unwilling
follower, from room to room, from
horror to horror.
I stepped inside a cell measuring six
feet by six feet. Except for a beam of
light coming through a tiny window, just
below the ceiling, it was totally dark.
There were chains coming from the
walls. They rested limply on the floor
now, like dead snakes. I was told that
many people had been tortured, starved,
beaten, and killed in this very room in
which 1 stood. Darkness engulfed me and
I found myself gasping for air. All the
while, my face was drawn to that tiny
beam of light shining through the wall. I
stood there—riveted. Turning my face
in the only bit of salvation in the room.
After some time, I again became
conscious of where I was and I turned to
leave. As I stepped out of the room, I
surprised an old woman who had been
sprinkling Holy water into the cells and
saying Polish prayers. I felt the water,
wet and cold as it splashed against my
forehead and ran down my cheel
Stepping again into the light of day
tried to wipe the tears from my chwhile preserving the Holy water, but (1 it
had blended into one.
I could no longer distinguish purity
from sorrow..
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Doug Henning, disco hippie
magician, commands you to:
A. Go to your computer

B. Use your hands to
maneuver the mouse and
keyboard, enabling you
to open the Web Browser

C. Use said hands to
type in the URL as

thecowl.com
Now, experience the
magic and wonder at

thecowl.com!!!
Good-bye for now,
Doug Henning

Roving Photographers

How did you survive the
snowstorm ?

Michael Callahan ’05 and
Andrew Sipperley ’05
“A bottle of Cristal and a couple of hunnies.”

Allie Spivak ’07
“I went to the beach.”

Peter Daley ’05
“I sat by the fire with hot chocolate, a book of
contemporary poetry, and Steve Dunbar.”

Joe Donegan ’05
“Bikes, trash can lids, and big piles of snow
at the bottom of third story windows.”

Sarah Darpino
“I cooked, baked, and ate all day.”

Tom Bradv and Adam Vinatipri
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The PC Scoreboard
Scores • Standings • Statistics • Schedules • Standouts

Standouts

Annie Nemeth

Pat Moulton

Women’s Swimming
Sophomore — Pittsburgh, Penn.
Nemeth set the school-record for the 200-meter breast
stroke with a time of 2:40.67. This was the first Provi
dence women’s team record broken in seven years. In
addition to taking first place in this event she also
claimed first in three other events at the meet.

Men’s Indoor Track
Senior— Pelham, N.H.
Moulton took first place at the Terrier Cup this past
weekend in the 3000-meter race. He ran a personal
best in the event, with a time of 8:19.71. With this
time Moulton qualified for the Big East
Championships in Syracuse, NY.

Scores

Schedules

Thursday 1/19
Women’s Basketball at Rutgers

L, 74-40

Friday 1/21
Women’s Track at Rhode Island Inv.

9th of 9

Saturday 1/22
Men’s Swimming and Diving vs. UMass Dart.
Women’s Swimming and Diving at UMass Dart.
Women’s Hockey vs. Northeastern
Men’s Hockey at Brown (Mayor’s Cup)
Men’s Track at Terrier Cup

W, 152-119
W, 164-131
W,3-l
L, 5-1
4th of 4

Monday 1/24
Women’s Basketball vs. Boston College
Tuesday 1/25
Women’s Hockey at Northeastern
Men’s Hockey vs. Connecticut

Wednesday 1/26
Men’s Basketball vs. Boston College

L, 92-47

W, 3-2 OT
W,4-3

L, 78-75

Friday 1/28
Men’s and Women’s Track at Terrier Classic

TBA

Saturday 1/29
Men’s Swimming and Diving at St. Michael’s
Women’s Swimming and Diving at Vermont
Women’s Hockey vs. New Hampshire
Men’s Hockey at Boston University
Men’s and Women’s Track at Terrier Classic
Women’s Basketball vs. Georgetown
Men’s Basketball vs. West Virginia

12:00 p.m.
12:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
TBA
2:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Sunday 1/30
Women’s Hockey at New Hampshire
Women’s Tennis at Winter Doubles Festival

2:00 p.m.
TBA

Monday 1/31
Men’s Basketball at Pittsburgh

9:00 p.m.

Wednesday 2/2
Men’s Basketball vs. Virginia
Women’s Basketball at St. John’s

7:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Standings
Providence College Men’s Basketball
All-Time Scoring List (1/26)
Rank

Team

Pts.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Jimmy Walker
Eric Murdock
Jamel Thomas
Marvin Barnes
Joe Hassett

2045
2021
1971
1839
1828

RYAN GOMES

1822

Bruce Campbell
Ernie DiGregorio
Otis Thorpe
Austin Croshere

1809
1760
1625
1523

6.

7.
8.
9.
10.

USCHO.com Women’s Hockey East Standings (1/26)
Overall

Hockev East
Team
New Hampshire
PROVIDENCE
Maine
Connecticut

w

L

T

Pts.

7

0

2

16

L
4
6

T
4
4

7

0

1

15

W
15
12

3

5

2

8

12

7

3

3

4

1

7

7

10

5

Boston College

2

7

2

6

14

3

Northeastern

2

8

0

6
4

3

17

1
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Men’s Hockey skates out of slump, but still on thin ice
by

Kevin O’Brien ’07

Asst. Sports Editor

A week that was supposed to supply
the Providence College Men’s Hockey
team with a bit of a break from its ardu
ous Hockey East schedule turned into
quite the eventful one.
MEN’S
The good news
HOCKEY
came in the form of a 43 home victory over
Connecticut on Jan. 25. The win snapped
a five game winless streak for the Fri
ars, and served as a bright spot in what
was otherwise a tumultuous week.
Saturday’s 5-1 loss to cross-town ri
val Brown may have been the lowest
point for the Friars so far this season.
Although Tuesday’s narrow victory pro
vided a respite from their recent on-ice
struggles, the win was accomplished in
the absence of some of Providence’s key
players—an absence that was not a re
sult of injuries.
“They were all guilty of the same
thing. It was a one game suspension.
We have to be consistent with what we’re
doing, but we feel that it was the right
thing to do,” said Head Coach Paul
Pooley addressing the issue, which he
confirmed to be a disciplinary matter.
“We got a victory, and we solidified what
we’re trying to do.”
Playing with a shortened roster, other
players were given a greater opportunity
to shine. On the whole, PC’s goals
against UConn came from the uni ikeliest
of sources, with seldom-used junior left
wing Tom Gallagher registering the
game-winning goal in just his fourth
appearance of the season.
“We’ll take it any way we can,” a re
lieved Pooley said after the win.
It’s easy to understand why Pooley
isn’t quite so picky in choosing the man
ner of victory for his Providence squad
nowadays. Sitting at 7-14-3 overall, the
Friars are coming into the most crucial

Senior Chris Chaput and the Friars faced off against the University of
Connecticut as the team won its first game since Dec. 30. Chaput made his
team-leading 13th assist this weekend against UConn. Chaput also scored
the lone goal, his fifth of the year, in Providence’s game against Brown this
past week.
stretch of the season. You can blame the
Friars' spotty play of late on mental
lapses, but not on effort, according to
Pooley.
“The 17 shots [UConn had] weren’t
bad, and the 43 [PC had| were okay.”
Pooley said. “[Uconn] only had four
shots in the third period—unfortunately,
two of them were goals.”
What PC can do, he said, is stop turn
ing the puck over.
“We were trying to keep possession
in the defensive zone too long,” he as
sessed. “And when you turn the puck
over, you get yourself in trouble.”
Providence’s turnovers made for a
tense ending to a game the Friars had
dominated. PC grabbed an early goal
when senior right wing Dave Carpentier
took a pass from sophomore left wing

Bryan Horan and deposited the puck in
side the right post for his second goal of
the season.
The Friars went on to dominate the
first period, but the Huskies slowly found
their footing and managed to crawl back
into the game. PC failed to clear a loose
puck in the crease during a UConn power
play, and the Huskies seized the oppor
tunity to tie the score heading into the
first intermission.
PC responded with a hat trick in the
second period to seize control of the
game. Sophomore center Chase Watson
created two of them. He fed junior
defenseman James Pemberton and the
aforementioned Gallagher for the second
and fourth goals, respectively. Senior
center Chris Chaput can claim to be the
creative impetus for the third, as he stick

handled around two defenseman before
leaving the puck on the doorstep for jun
ior left wing Torry Gajda to poke home.
For Chaput, it marked his team-lead
ing 13th assist of the season, while
Watson notched his ninth and 10th as
sists in the period.
Unfortunately for the Friars, things
did not go quite as well in the third pe
riod. Two goals from the Huskies pulled
the score to 4-3 and set up a tense finish,
especially when Carpentier was called
for obstruction-hooking to set up a Hus
kies power play with just a minute left.
With their goaltender pulled, UConn
managed to put the 6-on-4 man advan
tage to good use, producing a few good
opportunities to send the game into over
time. Ultimately, however, the Friars
were able to hang on for the victory—
their first since Dec. 30 against Bowl
ing Green.
“We had some chances to make it 5I, and we didn’t take them,” Pooley said.
“Their [goaltender] makes a couple of
big saves. [UConn] scores two goals in
the third period, we draw a penalty and
look out: it’s 6-on-4 and they’ve got a
chance.”
Still, the victory over UConn was a
marked improvement over Saturday’s 51 loss to Brown in the 19,h Annual
Mayor’s Cup. PC’s lone goal came cour
tesy of Chaput, who scored with just 18
seconds remaining to spare the Friars the
embarrassment of a shutout.
“I think it’s been a process,” said
Pooley about his preparation for PC’s up
coming Hockey East games. "The last
couple of days have helped us get ready,
but for us it’s about keeping the game in
control.”
The Friars are looking to secure them
selves a spot in the Hockey East tourna
ment in the next couple weeks. PC will
face Boston University on the road, who
currently sits at 14th in the national
polls.
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Swimming and diving blow UMass out of the water
Nemeth breaks
first school
record in seven
years, as seniors
bid farewell; men
and women both
defeat UMassDartmouth
by

Larry Harvey ’05
Sports Staff

This past Saturday, the Providence
College Men’s and Women’s Swimming
and Diving teams enjoyed tremendous
success. It was Senior Day, which
celebrated the last time
SWIMMING the graduating seniors
& DIVING would swim compet
itively in their home
pool. The Friars honored their seniors
by delivering a win for both the Men
and Women, with the meet culminating
with a record-breaking, first place time.

PC: UNH next
continued from back page
battle of pride. I know our kids will be.
ready.”
“As a senior,” said Zimmerman, “I’m
personally excited about this weekend.
I’ve been looking forward to it all year.I
Everyone is feeding off everyone else.
The tempo of our practice has been
really good.”
“Two great teams are going head-tohead,” said Crissy. “Everyone’s going
to see some really good hockey.”
Coach Deraney is confident that
either sophomore Sonny Watrous or
freshman Jenna Keilch will be back in
the line-up against UNH, bolstering the
team’s offensive efforts. Senior Mara
Amrhein, who missed the Northeastern
series due to suspension, will likely sit
out both games.
The next chapter in the PC-UNH
rivalry will unfold at 2:00 p.m. this
Saturday at Schneider Arena. Friar
fanatics can also look forward to making
the trip up to Wildcat territory on Feb.
26, as Providence challenges New
Hampshire in what could possibly be the
decisive match for the league
championship. A bus will be available
for all interested spectators.

The women brought their record to a
respectable 4-4 with the win Saturday
over UMass-Dartmouth, 164-131.
Sophomore Annie Nemeth had a stellar
performance, leading the Friars with four
first place victories. Nemeth won the
200-meter breaststroke in a time of
2:40.67, setting a school record. The
previous record was set in 1996, and this
was the first school record to be broken
in seven years. Nemeth was not satisfied
with the record, as she went on to win
three more events, also taking the 200meter freestyle with a time of 2:17.08,
and the 50-meter breaststroke in 36.50.
Nemeth also contributed to the first place
performance of the 200-meter medley
relay team.
Speaking on her performance,
Nemeth said, “Obviously I was really
excited, but I think it was more for the
team. I feel it was a really special moment
for everyone.” She continued, “I felt
really good in the water, and everything
just fell into line. It went well and I
couldn’t have asked for a better day.”
The rest of the team was not to be
overshadowed though. Sophomore
Carolyn Rider was also a part of the
winning medley relay, and added a firstplace finish in the 50-meter backstroke
with a time of 33.66. Fellow sophomore

Katelyn Flynn took home two first place
finishes, winning the 200-meter butterfly
with a time of 2:34.62 and the 400-meter
freestyle in 4:57.96. Freshman Amy
Ryan pitched into PC’s final home
victory of the season by winning the 800meter freestyle in 10:12.86.
The men’s team found its second
victory of the season, also beating
UMass-Dartmouth, 152-119. The junior
captains Nick Taylor and Frank
LaMonaca each won two events, while
sophomore Andrew Zockoff led the
team, with three first-place finishes.
Taylor took first in the 880-meter
freestyle with a time of 9:16.95, and won
the 50-meter butterfly in 28.81.
LaMonaca posted a time of 25.73 in the
50-meter freestyle, and gained his
second victory of the day in the 400meter freestyle with a time of 4:34.50.
Zockoff’s first first-place finish of the
meet came in the 200-meter freestyle at
2:04.85. He followed by winning the 50meter breaststroke in 34.44, and taking
the 200-meter backstroke in 2:24.64.
Zockoff was also part of the 200-meter
medley relay team which also took first.
The Friars’ winning effort was
rounded out by junior Seth Brockman’s
first-place finish in the 50-meter
backstroke, and freshman Ryan

Bamicle’s victorious 56.58 finish in the
100-meter freestyle.
“The meet went well,” said Head
Coach Jonathan Caswell. “It was a
little bit of a more relaxed meet, but
they all swam almost their season best
times.”
The meet was the final competition
at the Taylor Natatorium for the
seniors. Although the Men’s and
Women’s teams have only a select
number of seniors, Coach Caswell said
that they were important in teaching
and preparing the younger swimmers
who will be the future of the team.
The Friars will go on the road for
the remainder of the season. The men
will travel to Saint Michael’s in
Vermont for their final meet of the
season. The women have two meets
remaining in the season, heading to the
University of Vermont this weekend
before finishing at Sacred Heart
University.
“Vermont is going to be a great
meet. We’ve always had good battles
with them in the past,” said Caswell.
“They beat us last year, so we’re going
in looking for a win. It’s going to be
very close, and it might come down to
the last relay.”
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Despite effort, Friars get left out in the cold
by

Greg Hartwell ’07
Sports Staff

Some runners were able to weather
the storm this past weekend, while
others got left out in the snow, as the
Providence College Men’s and
. Women’s Indoor Track
INDOOR teams both finished last
TRACK at their events.
The Men’s Track
team competed at the Terrier Cup on Jan.
22 in Boston. It was at the home of the
Boston University Terriers where the
Friars planned to compete against eight
other teams, yet only three teams came
out to compete.
Among PC’s opposition were Sacred
Heart, Boston College, and Boston
University. Sacred Heart won the meet
with 49 points while Providence
rounded up the competition with 26
points.
“We were hoping to do better than
we did,” said Head Coach Ray Treacy.
“There were only four teams at the

competition, which hurt us. We usually
would score big in our 8000-meter,
5000-meter, 3000-meter, and mile races.
We probably could have finished
second; however, without all the teams
present we missed our opportunity to
obtain the points that I know we are
capable of getting.”
Despite Providence’s last place
finish, many runners thrived at the event
as the Friars posted three first-place
finishes.
Leading the way for PC was senior
Patrick Moulton, who competed in the
3000-meter for the Friars. Moulton,
usually a 5000-meter runner, recorded
a personal best time of 8:19.71 to
capture the 3000-meter and qualify for
the Big East Championships.
Also contributing first place wins,
were seniors Liam Reale and sophomore
Darren Brown. Reale won the 800-meter
in a time of 1:52.56, qualifying for the
Big East Championships, while Brown
seized the 1000-meter victory with a Big
East qualifying time of 2:25.29.

The team showed a strong overall
performance in the 5000-meter, as
freshman Ahmed Haji finished 3rd in a
time of 8:25.68, junior Joe Dionne came
in 4th with 8:27.72, and senior Patrick
Guidera finished 5th in 8:32.99. All
qualified for the Big East Cham
pionships.
Sophomore Nick Weidman and
senior Ben Pollock qualified for the Big
East Championships in the mile, as
junior Richard Jones also qualified for
the 500-meter race.
The Big East Indoor Track
Championships is not solely for runners
though. As of right now high jumper
Greg Giardino and long jumper Armond
Hodge are having strong showings as
they try to help their team any way
possible.
“I am very happy with our ong and
high jumpers,” said Treacy. “Both are
doing very well in competition and as
of right now both are only inches away
from qualifying for the Big East
Championship.”
As fate would have it, the women ran
into similar opposition and problems of
their own this past weekend at the Rhode
Island Invitational in Kingston on Jan.
21. PC faced Connecticut, Brown,
Rhode Island, Maine, UMass, Central
Connecticut, Quinnipiac, and Stony
Brook, as the Friars finished last out of
nine teams.
Providence was faced with the
daunting inability to race a full roster, as
they were plagued with injury and
illness. Despite not having a full team
against tough competitors, the Friars
remained focused and remembered their
objectives.
“We went into this meet just with the
hopes to get some more of our girls
qualified
for the
Big East
Championships,”
said
Treacy.
“However, with our list of injuries, we

were cautious about getting certain
people out.”

We have more men qualified
for the Big East Champion
ships this year than any other.
One thing we hope we can
take away from this weekend
for the girls as well as the
guys: more qualifiers.
Ray Treacy

With hopes of getting more qualifiers
for the Big East Championships only one
Friar answered the call. Freshman
Michelle Childs finished third in the mile
with a time of 5:10.97, which qualified
her for the Big East Championships.
“Having a lot of our top runners out
this past week definitely hurt us,” said
Treacy. “We can do better than we did
and if they were there I am sure that we
would have won most of our events. We
couldn’t do much without them, but we
are looking towards the end of the season
for our best showings.”
The men and women will be back in
action on Jan. 28 and 29 at Boston
University’s Terrier Classic. Hopes run
high for this meet as this is one of the
last chances to qualify for the Big East
Championships.
“We have more men qualified for
the Big East Championships this year
than any other,” said Treacy. “One
thing we hope we can take away from
this weekend for the girls as well as
the guys: more qualifiers.”
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Friars’ ills still ail as they fall short in clutch
PC’s inability to
execute late in
game haunts it
as Friars drop
final regular
season Big East
matchup against
BC, 78-75
by Steve

O’Keefe ’05

Sports Editor

For 38 minutes on any given
night the Providence College
Men’s Basketball team can hang
with just about any other team
in
the
MEN’S nation. It is
BASKETBALL the last two
minutes
that pose a problem.
PC’s inability to execute and
seize close games in the final
moments displayed itself again
on Wednesday night against
nationally ranked No. 8 Boston
College, as the Friars fell 78-75.
In a game of runs, PC came
out the aggressor, racing out to
a 9-2 lead and employing a
suffocating full court press. The
Friars kept that momentum
going, opening up a 25-16 lead.
However, BC strung to
gether a 17-5 run of its own to
pull ahead 33-30 late in the first
half.
Providence began the second
half on fire, ripping off a 14-6
run to build its biggest lead of
the game, 55-44. Senior Ryan
Gomes, who had a cold
shooting first half, led the

barrage, pouring in nine points
in the first five minutes of the
second stanza. Gomes finished
the game with 13 points and
nine rebounds in the defeat. The
Eagles again rallied, this time
with a 17-6 run to draw even at
61.
Down the stretch, the
difference came down to
execution. While PC struggled
to find good shots, BC
displayed patience in finding
open looks.
“Basically, what it comes
down to at the end of these
games is execution and our kids
fought hard, but I thought BC
did a better job the last twothree minutes of the game
getting better shots,” said Head
Coach Tim Welsh. “That’s what
wins games. We took some
questionable shots in the last
couple of minutes.”
The lack of execution can be
traced through most of the
Friars’ Big East losses,
including defeats to nationally
ranked No. 7 Syracuse and
Rutgers.
“The look in our eyes is like
‘Oh
my
God,
what’s
happening,’” added Welsh.
“Every game, you take away the
last three minutes and our
record could almost be reversed.
But, Dr. Naismith made this
game 40 [minutes] and you’ve
got to execute the last three
minutes.”
While diagnosing PC’s
disease in conference play is
relatively simple, the remedy is
not as easy to find.
“1 think we have to just finish
games off better,” noted junior
guard Donnie McGrath. “I
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Junior point guard Donnie McGrath tied his season high in
scoring with 17 points and led the team with four assists.
Despite McGrath’s efforts, Providence fell to BC by a score
of 78-75 at the Dunkin’ Donuts Center on Wednesday night.
think we need to be a little
calmer down the stretch and we
need to execute a little better
and just come up with the plays
towards the end.”
Welsh also offered his own
take on fixing PC’s problems in
the clutch.
“We have to be more poised
and understand where to get the
ball the last few minutes,” he

said. “The pressure and the
hype of the game sometimes
make you do things you know
you shouldn’t do.”
Besides lack of execution,
the other glaring statistic from
the loss against BC was points
in the paint. The Eagles
dominated inside, outscoring
PC 42-24 from close range.
While the answers are not

cut and dry, PC does have some
reasons to be optimistic.
McGrath played his best game
of the season, registering 17
points, while knocking down
five of eight three-point
attempts.
Furthermore, backcourt
mate sophomore Dwight
Brewington contributed 16
points before fouling out.
Perhaps most encouraging,
however, has been the
emergence of freshman
DeSean White since Big East
play has commenced. White
scored eight points and
collected four rebounds in the
loss.
But, his biggest
contribution has been as an
offensive catalyst with his
adept passing and ability to
pull opposing big men out of
the paint with his shooting
touch.
Finally, Providence has
found a solution at center in the
tag-team tandem of sophomore
Herb Hill and freshman
Randall Hanke. While Hanke
had a quiet night against BC,
Hill made his presence felt,
totaling seven points and three
rebounds to complement his
five blocks.
The loss dropped PC’s
record to 9-9 on the season and
0-5 in Big East play. BC
meanwhile remains perfect at
17-0 and 6-0 in the Big East.
The last time the Friars
defeated a nationally ranked
top 10 team at home was Dec.
27, 1998 against Purdue by a
score of 87-82.
PC will rest up before a
Saturday tilt with West Virginia
at the Dunk.

Title quest continues as Friars sweep Huskies
Victories over
Northeastern
keep PC close to
perfection in
Hockey East as
clash of powers
looms at home
this weekend
against UNH
by Pat Brown

’05

Sports Staff

Hustle and patience were the
secret to success for the
Providence College Women’s
Hockey team as they claimed
four valuable
WOMEN’S league points
HOCKEY this
week
against North
eastern. The sweep pushes the
Friars’ overall record to 12-6-4
and preserves their undefeated
7-0-1 record in Hockey East.
It also serves as a sweet
source of momentum for the
squad as it heads into this
weekend’s long-awaited match
up against its undefeated arch
nemesis, UNH, whom PC trails
by one point in the league stand-
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Senior Rush Zimmerman tallied the game winning goal in
Providence’s 3-1 victory over Northeastern on Saturday.
The Friars now set their sights on undefeated Hockey East
leader, UNH.
ings with a game in hand.
Though it took over 20
minutes of play Saturday for the
Friars to register on the
scoreboard, freshman Rachel
Crissy’s game-tying goal in the
second triggered a surge in the
host’s offense. Posting a
lopsided advantage in shots on
goal throughout regulation, PC
found its game-winner at 15:58
in the third when senior
Zimmerman buried the puck

behind a hapless keeper. Senior
Hilary Greaves struck the final
nail in the Huskies’ coffin with
50 seconds left to play,
rounding out the scoring at 3-1
on the day.
Sophomore goaltender
Lauren Florio produced a
notable performance for the
home squad, stopping 13 of 14
shots to earn her first career
victory for the Friars.
While Mother Nature tried

her best to stall PC’s
momentum,
forcing
a
cancellation of Sunday’s grudge
match, Tuesday’s rescheduled
game unfolded just as favorably
for Providence.
With a
questionable call ruling out a
first period scoring chance, the
Friars once again saved their
opening salvo for the second
period, when junior Katelynn
Laffin put the visitors up 1-0
with assists from junior Karen
Thatcher and Zimmerman.
Northeastern forward Amy
Gooden pulled the Huskies
even early in the third. After 12
minutes of scoreless action,
Laffin registered her second
tally of the evening and sixth of
the season at 16:30. Refusing
to be one-upped, Gooden
matched Laffin’s go-ahead goal
yet again, tying the score at 2-2
two minutes later, with the hosts
utilizing the extra attacker.
Despite the Huskies’
momentum theft at the end of
regulation,
Providence
dominated the overtime session,
outshooting the hosts 6-1 and
earning a man-advantage soon
after the opening face-off.
Thatcher and Zimmerman
combined one more time on the
set up, giving Crissy a clear shot
on net. The frosh made no
mistake and fired the puck
home to collect her first game

winning goal in a PC jersey.
“We had a lot on our
shoulders and we needed to get
those games taken care of,”
said Crissy. “We’ve been
playing well together as a unit
and that’s been the secret
ingredient.”
“I can see the improvement
we’re making and that’s huge
this time of year,” explained
Head Coach Bob Deraney.
“These players dig down for a
little bit more and they played
with a tremendous amount of
pride. The model for our
success is that we expect our
young players to contribute
during this time of year. This
is the time where they start to
feel pretty comfortable about
what’s going on, they know
what’s expected of them and
they’re confident that they can
start to contribute.”
With an undefeated streak
in the Hockey East boosting
their prospects, the team is
visibly upbeat about the
upcoming UNH showdown.
“You’ve got two teams that
basically have the exact same
record,” said Deraney. “This is
a very exciting game come
Saturday. It’s going to be a
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